


Christ Leads! 
Community of Christ Sings 28 
 
Christ leads! From the shore to the hills, from the hills to the plain, Christ leads.  
In the chill of despair and the clamor of change Christ Jesus is our guide. God be praised! 
 
Christ calls! From the sorrows of war and the doorways of pain, Christ calls.  
In the silence of fear and the anger of need Christ Jesus speaks today. God be praised! 
 
Christ waits! Crucified by the powers, undefeated, alive, Christ waits.  
To the worship of force and the praise of revenge Christ Jesus teaches peace. God be praised! 
 
Christ sings! In a people reborn, reconciling, renamed, Christ sings.  
In communion feat and community praise Christ Jesus makes us one. God be praised! 
 
Christ comes! In the word on the street and the word that forgives, Christ comes.  
At the end of the day, at the ultimate end, Christ Jesus lives and leads. God be praised! 
 
Words: Brian Wren, 1936-; Music: Thomas Brown, 1953- 
Words © 2001 Hope Publishing Company; Music © 2001 Community of Christ 
OneLicense #A-718381 (GPNW-MC) 
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HYMNS 
 Lyrics to all hymns are displayed on the big 

screens. Hymnals are available from the Head 
Usher at the gym entrance. 

RESTROOMS 
 The main restrooms for this building are lo-

cated downstairs. There are two single-stall 
co-ed restrooms upstairs. Please leave the up-
stairs restrooms for those with accessibility 
issues, for whom going downstairs is difficult. 

WATER 
 There is a water cooler in the library and one 

in the music room (see map, page 6) . There 
are two drinking fountains in the hallway by 
the street-side entrance. Fill your own water 
bottle or use the paper cups provided, but 
please no open containers in the gym.  

CHILD CARE 
 Child care is available today for children ages 

11 and under, from 9 am to 5:30 pm (or when 
the meeting is adjourned). Please pick up 
your children during lunch (12-2 pm). 

FUNDRAISERS/INFORMATION TABLES 
 Caravan has Silent Auction baskets. Auction 

will end by 5:30 pm and winner will be noti-
fied. They are also selling ground and bean 
coffee, as well as other clearance merchandise. 

 Outreach International is selling sweet Lime 
Pickles and raffling a handmade quilt. Each 
block in the design has a scriptural signifi-
cance with the “Tree of Life” in the center.  

 Orphans Africa will have an information 
booth and items to sell to support the educa-
tion of orphans in Africa. 

 Albany Congregation is selling fleece blan-
kets and gift bags. All proceeds go towards 
purchasing Birth Kits for Aid Africa. 

 Cottage Grove Congregation is selling items 
to support the American Cancer Society. 

 Garden Grove Congregation is selling coffee 
and treats to support their mission endeavors. 

LUNCH 
 Reservations for the in-house catered lunch 

were required ahead of time. If you pur-
chased or reserved lunch, you should have 
received your lunch tickets during registra-
tion this morning. If you do not have your 
lunch tickets, please visit the registration ta-
ble. (See lunch information on page 28.)  

 Your lunch ticket will indicate where to pick 
up your lunch. Please have your ticket ready 
so that we can help you quickly identify your 
correct lunch option. 

 Aaronic Priesthood will meet downstairs in 
the double classroom.  

 High Priests, Evangelists and Seventy will 
meet upstairs in the library. 

 If you are going out for lunch, a list of some 
nearby restaurants can be found on page 28. 

POSTING PHOTOS ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
 Use #ChristLeads when posting photos of 

Mission Center Conference on social media! 

EVALUATIONS 
 A Conference evaluation form was distribut-

ed with this packet. Please fill it out after each 
session. Please leave evaluations on the regis-
tration table before you depart. Your feedback 
helps us improve Conference! 

SATURDAY EVENING EVENTS 
 7:30 pm—Business Meeting Reconvenes: Christ 

Calls. We will reconvene the business meeting to 
consider additional World Church priesthood 
calls. (See pages 32-33). Time will be provided 
for sharing testimony and sustaining votes. 

 9 pm (approximate)—Following the evening 
Business Meeting session, young adults will 
meet at Buffalo Wild Wings (1200 NE Broadway 
St., #20, Portland OR 97232) Appetizers and bev-
erages provided. Contact Sean Langdon 
(slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org, 425-293-6366, ) 
with questions. (See page 77.) 

 2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends; set 
your clocks back one hour Saturday night. 
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RON HARMON 
Apostle, Council of Twelve Apostles 
 

on Harmon is a 

member of the 

Council of Twelve 

Apostles, the lead missionary 

quorum of Community of 

Christ. He is assigned to the 

West USA Mission Field. 

Functional Assignments 

include: Pacific Southwest 

International Mission Center President, USA 

Team lead, and Leading Congregations in 

Mission. 

 His past assignments include the North 

East USA Mission Field, East Central USA 

Mission Field and Director of Leadership 

Development Ministries, Spectacular and 

International Youth Forum (IYF), Urban 

Ministries, and President of the Kentucky-

Indiana USA Mission Center. 

 Ron attended Graceland University, 

Lamoni, Iowa, and then transferred to Bowling 

Green State University in Ohio, where he 

received a Bachelor of Science degree in business 

administration. He received a Master of Arts 

degree in organizational management from the 

University of Phoenix. He has also pursued 

advanced studies in leadership and management 

through Bellarmine University. Ron received a 

Master of Arts degree in religion through 

Community of Christ Seminary. 

 Ron served in several executive human 

resources and operations positions in healthcare, 

consulting, financial services, and with Graceland 

University as Vice President for administrative 

services. 

 

DIANA HANSEN 

Mission Support Leader 

 

iana Hanson, a 

minister for 

Community of 

Christ, is a Mission Funding 

Specialist. She holds the 

priesthood office of Bishop 

and serves on the World 

Church Finance Board.  

 Born in Omaha, Nebraska, Diana 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

theatre/speech from Graceland University in 

1984, and received a Master of Arts in theatre arts 

from the University of Nebraska at Omaha in 

1987. She is currently completing her Master of 

Arts in religion with Community of Christ 

Seminary.  

 Before becoming a full-time minister, 

Diana worked as a real estate broker and served 

as self-sustaining Financial Officer for the 

Arizona USA Mission Center. She lives in 

Tucson, Arizona, with her husband, Richard 

(Dick). She has two stepsons, Jacob and Erik, and 

enjoys spending time with them and their 

families.   

 Diana is a Certified Specialist in Planned 

Giving (CSPG). 

 Her field responsibilities include Arizona 

USA, Coastal Bend USA, Greater Pacific 

Northwest USA, Heart of Texas USA, Inland 

West USA, Pacific Islands USA, Pacific Southwest 

International, Texas Mexico USA, Prairie Bluffs 

USA, Rio Grande USA, Rocky Mountain USA, 

and Sierra Pacific USA Mission Centers. 
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 A main motion must be moved, seconded, 

and stated by the Chair before it can be 

discussed. 

 If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it. 

 If you disapprove the motion entirely, vote 

against it. 

 If you approve the idea of the motion, but 

want to change it in some manner, move to 

amend it by adding, deleting, or striking out 

a word, phrase, or section with a proposed 

substitute for it. 

 If you want competent advice to help you to 

make your decision, move to refer the motion 

to an appropriate person or committee with 

instructions to report back. 

 If you feel that they can handle it better than 

the assembly, move to refer the motion to a 

committee with power to act. 

 If you think that the assembly should not act 

on the motion, move that it lay on the table. 

 If you want time to think the motion over, 

move that consideration be deferred to a 

certain time. 

 If you think that further discussion is 

unnecessary, move the previous question 

with “I call for the question.” A two-thirds 

vote is required to end debate, while the 

motion itself is undebatable. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 

further consideration to a motion referred to a 

committee, move that the motion be recalled. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 

further consideration to a matter already 

voted on, move that it be reconsidered. (This 

can be done only by persons who voted on 

the prevailing side of the decision).  

 If you think that a matter introduced is not 

germane to the matter at hand, a question of 

order may be raised.  

 Nominations are not seconded, only motions 

are seconded. 

 

LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATIVE AND 

JUDICIAL FUNCTIONS 

 “No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center 

Conference) can rightfully take to itself 

administrative or judicial functions, such as 

initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an 

administrative function) or trying a church 

member accused of transgression (a judicial 

function).” Rules and Resolutions, Herald House, 

1980, p. 14. 

 

REFRAINING FROM ATTACKING A 

MEMBER'S MOTIVES 

 “When a question is pending, a member 

can condemn the nature of likely consequences of 

the proposed measure in strong terms, but he/she 

must avoid personalities, and under no 

circumstances can he/she attack or question the 

motives of another member...” Robert's Rules of 

Order (Revised), Scott, Foreman & Co., 1970, p. 

331.  
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COMMUNITY OF CHRIST  

Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center  

GUIDELINES AND OPERATING 

PROCEDURES  

January 1, 2004  

 

VII. MISSION CENTER CONFERENCES  

A. Delegates—The Greater Pacific Northwest 

(GPNW) Mission Center is organized to hold 

Mission Center business sessions at the 

Mission Center Conferences. The Mission 

Center Conference is a delegate conference. 

Everyone is invited to attend the conference, 

but only delegates will be granted voice and 

vote during legislative sessions. Delegates 

will be assigned by the following formula 

based on membership:  

 Category A (congregations fewer than 60) 

will have two delegates.  

 Category B (congregations 60 to 119) will 

have four delegates.  

 Category C (congregations greater than 

120 to 239) will have six delegates.  

 Category D (congregations greater than 

240 to 479) will have eight delegates  

 Category E (congregations greater than 

480) will have ten delegates  

 Mission center field staff and council will 

be ex officio delegates to the Mission 

Center Conference.  

Delegates are chosen by the congregations, 

each delegate having voice and vote at the 

business sessions. Congregations also elect 

alternate delegates to serve in the event their 

elected delegates are not able to attend the 

conference. All Conference attendees may 

attend the business session, but only delegates 

have voice and vote. Normally, delegates are 

advised two weeks in advance of matters to 

be brought before the Conference.  

 

B. Mission Center Business Items—The 

purpose of Conferences is to conduct the 

business of the GPNW Mission Center and 

invite all members and friends connected 

with the Mission Center to gather for 

worship, conferring, encouragement, 

challenge and fellowship. The focus is to help 

congregations and individuals fulfill their 

Christian calling. The agenda will include 

worship, legislative sessions, committee 

meetings, campground Association meetings, 

classes and training, and fellowship. 

Legislative sessions will primarily focus on 

approving the budget, sustaining officers, 

handling legislative items and approving 

priesthood calls to the offices of Bishop, 

Evangelist, High Priest and Seventy.  

 

C. World Conference Issues—Delegates to 

World Conference are elected at the Mission 

Center Conference. Normally, candidates are 

listed by congregation on the election ballot. 

Mission Center business sessions also may 

approve legislation for presentation to the 

World Conference. Only delegates have voice 

and vote when these issues are presented at 

the Mission Center Conference.  
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GPNW Congregation 
September 2016  

Membership 

MC Conference  

Delegates 

Albany, OR 80 4 

Auburn, WA 217 6 

Bend, OR 172 6 

Bremerton, WA 141 6 

Cottage Grove, OR 46 2 

Cowlitz Valley, WA 108 4 

Crystal Springs, WA 393 8 

East Wenatchee, WA 35 2 

Ellensburg, WA 45 2 

Eugene, OR 246 8 

Fairbanks, AK 70 4 

Garden Grove, WA 131 6 

Highland Park, WA 136 6 

Mat-Su Valley, AK 26 2 

Mossyrock, WA 7 2 

Myrtle Point, OR 89 4 

Neilton, WA 21 2 

Olympia, WA 80 4 

Portland, OR 559 10 

Puyallup, WA 237 6 

Rainier Valley, WA 82 4 

Redmond, OR 83 4 

Renton, WA 218 6 

Rogue Valley, OR 130 6 

Roseburg, OR 57 2 

Salem, OR 140 6 

Samish, WA 81 4 

Sequim, WA 6 2 

Southridge, WA 184 6 

Tuality CC, OR 282 8 

University Place, WA 217 6 

Woodburn, OR 67 4 

Woodland Park, WA 154 6 

Yakima, WA 75 4 

MC Council, Officers & Paid Ministerial Staff  11 

Total   173 

Delegate Formula: 
Membership < 60=2, 60-119=4, 120-239=6, 240-480=8, > 480=10 
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HYMN SING...................................................................................................................... Congregation  
   It’s Me, It’s Me, O Lord (CCS 208) 
   My Life Flows On in Endless Song (CCS 263) 
   I Danced in the Morning (CCS 23) 
 
Announcements ......................................................... On-Site Conference Assistant Dianne Webberley 
 
Welcome ......................................................................................................................Marsha ShortWebb 
 
An Invitation .......................................................................................................................... Susan Oxley 

Jarom Mills 
     *Response—Hymn: Speak, O Lord, verse 1 (CCS 66)....................................................... Congregation  
 
*Opening Prayer .................................................................................................................... Dyani Webb 
 
Flag Ceremony .................................................................... Marsha ShortWebb, GPNW Congregations  
 
A Disciple’s Generous Response .....................................................................................  Diana Hansen  
     Accompaniment, I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing..................................... Salem Ukulele Ensemble  
 
Ministry of Music: Christ Leads! 
 
Charge ...............................................................................................................................Mike Bessonette 
 
*Blessing on Conference ......................................................................................................... Erik Nilsen  
 
*Hymn: Sing a New World into Being (CCS 576) ................................................................... Congregation  
 
*Congregation stands if able 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
 
Lead Musician/Pianist: ..............................................................................................................Judy Luffman 
Song Leader ........................................................................................................................ Mary Richardson 
Head Usher ...............................................................................................................................Dave Poynter 
Bagpipe: ........................................................................................................................ Christian Skoorsmith 
Drums: ....................................................................................................................................Tom Needham 
Flag Ceremony Coordinator: ..................................................................................................... Sean Langdon 
Presider............................................................................................................................ Marsha ShortWebb 
 

 Break—Delegate Orientation convenes promptly at 10:45 am.  
Please fill out your Evaluation Form for the Opening Worship.  



Prelude ............................................................................................................................ Judy Luffman 

Welcome and Introductions .......................................................................................Mike Bessonette 

*Hymn: Great and Marvelous Are Thy Works (CCS 118)................................................... Congregation 

*Invocation.................................................................................................................... Breanne Meath 
     *Piano Response ........................................................................................................ Judy Luffman 

Delegate Orientation .............................................................................. Mike Bessonette, Pages 8-10 

World Church Mission and Endowment ....................................................................... Ron Harmon 

Estate Planning Services ................................................................................. Diana Hansen, Page 13 

Hymn: Give Thanks (CCS 134) .......................................................................................... Congregation 

Mission Center Financial Officer’s Annual Report .............................. Steve Pomeroy, Pages 14-17 
     Presentation and Review of 2016 Financial Reports  
     and 2017 Mission Center Operating/Missional Budget .................. Steve Pomeroy, Pages 18-25 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
     Carry Budget Surplus Funds Forward ..................................................... Steve Pomeroy, Page 26 
     Disposition of Woodburn, OR Real Estate Sale Net Proceeds ............ Mike Bessonette, Page 26 
     Disposition of Olympia, WA Real Estate Sale Net Proceeds .............. Mike Bessonette, Page 27 
     Funding Bold Moves Grants in 2017 and Beyond .................................. Steve Pomeroy, Page 27 

*Hymn: This Is My Song (CCS 389) .................................................................................. Congregation 

*Benediction ........................................................................................................................ Dane Mahi 
     *Response ................................................................................................................... Judy Luffman 

*Congregation stands if possible 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
Lead Musician/Pianist ..........................................................................................................Judy Luffman 
Head Usher...........................................................................................................................Dave Poynter 
Song Leader .................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson 
Presider ............................................................................................................................ Mike Bessonette 

Lunch Break—Business Meeting convenes promptly at 2:00 pm. 
Please fill out your Evaluation Form for the Delegate Orientation. 

 All: Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with meal tickets.  
 Parents: Please pick up your child promptly from child care for lunch.  
 Aaronic Priesthood: You are invited to meet downstairs in the double classroom. Catered 

lunches will be waiting in the meeting room if your meal ticket indicates this.  
 High Priests, Evangelists and Seventy: You are invited to meet upstairs in the library. Catered 

lunches will be waiting in the meeting room if your meal ticket indicates this.  
 All: Take this time to check out the fundraising and informational tables in the Music Room! 
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 Together, as God’s people, we are called to 

give to our true capacity through gifts of time, 

talent, treasure and testimony in order to provide 

the necessary resources to grow mission and 

touch many lives around the world.  

 There are three ways to financially enable 

the church to fulfill its mission.  Each of them are 

distinctive, yet equally important.   

 

SUPPORT MINISTRIES FUNDED THROUGH 

LOCAL AND WORLDWIDE MISSION 

TITHES 

 This is the heart of generous support of 

the church. Regular tithing contributions provide 

financial strength and stability and allow current, 

vital ministries to be maintained. 

 

SUSTAIN AND EXPAND WORLDWIDE 

MINISTRIES BY GROWING ENDOWMENTS 

 Gifts to endowments bless the church in 

perpetuity.  As the church’s endowments grow, 

sustainable income will flow to the budget to 

grow ministries and spread the gospel message 

throughout the world.  

 

FUND SPECIAL PROJECTS FOR TIMELIER 

RESPONSE TO MISSIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES  

 Gifts to special projects can fund one-time 

expenses, such as building projects or equipment 

purchases.  These types of gifts provide more 

immediate support for initiatives that are outside 

the regular budget but are important to 

launching or growing missional opportunities. 

 Together these funding sources allow 

Community of Christ to make a lasting difference 

now and for generations to come.   

 Consider the following methods to plan 

for and provide financial support for mission. 

1. Budget for ongoing contributions to mission 

tithes.  You can contribute regularly to local 

and worldwide mission tithes either through 

the use of tithing envelopes or through e-

tithing online.  

2. Give from your excess to endowments or 

special projects.  There are times when we are 

blessed with financial gifts that exceed our 

needs or expectations.  This may offer an 

opportunity  to consider a gift to an 

endowment or special project.  

3. Designate a gift through your estate. Gifts 

through wills and trusts allow members to 

continue to express generosity beyond their 

lifetimes. For many, an estate gift becomes 

their largest expression of generosity to the 

church. 



 As I pause to share this report with you, I 

have served barely three months in the position 

of Financial Officer for the GPNW Mission Cen-

ter. I continue to be amazed each day not only at 

the scope and expectations of the position, but at 

the kindness and generosity of spirit of each of 

you that I have seen expressed in so many new 

ways. Whether it is in the generous sharing of 

your financial resources, your willingness to take 

on necessary responsibilities, your faithful ser-

vice to your congregations and communities, or 

your patience and forgiving kindness as I contin-

ue to slowly learn the tasks of my role, you 

weave yourselves together into a beautiful tapes-

try of the expressions of what Community of 

Christ is all about. As we continue to respond 

and work together, it is my hope and prayer that 

you will truly sense that “spirit of Zion” shaping 

and guiding your lives as we live out Christ’s 

mission in our corner of the world.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL GENEROSITY 

 For the past few years, the Mission Center 

budget has included an income line for contribu-

tions from congregations which have additional 

income and resources that are not factored into 

the allocation formula (e.g., rental income and/or 

investment earnings). Throughout 2016, we have 

all benefitted from the generosity of congrega-

tions such as Albany, Crystal Springs, Fair-

banks, Mossyrock, Olympia, Portland, Renton 

and Woodland Park. Their willingness to share 

in additional support of the life of the Mission 

Center has enabled us to exceed budgetary ex-

pectations in this area. We are grateful for their 

ongoing congregational generosity that supports 

our collective mission and ministries. 

 We continue to need this type of congre-

gational support. The budget line item for Con-

gregational Generosity is increasing from $10,000 

in 2016 to $15,000 in 2017. If your congregation 

has been blessed with additional financial capaci-

ty, please consider “sharing for the common 

good” in support of other congregations of the 

Mission Center by contributing through the Con-

gregational Generosity budget income line item 

for 2017.  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO MISSION CENTER 

 As of the end of August, just under 

$20,000 in contributions had been received by the 

Mission Center toward the $30,000 budget line 

for 2016. At the same point last year, we had re-

ceived just over $12,000. Thanks again to your 

generosity and willingness to share for the com-

mon good, we are moving well toward reaching 

this year’s budgetary goal. These contributions 

are an important part of the overall budget of the 

Mission Center and support our shared mission 

and ministries across Alaska, Oregon and Wash-

ington. Your generous contributions as part of 

your ongoing discipleship help connect you with 

ministries that send kids to camps, provide learn-

ing opportunities for leaders, members, and 

friends, and support leaders across the Mission 

Center.   

 As we deal with the impacts of greater 

budget responsibilities, this budget line item has 

Stewardship as a response to the ministry of Christ is more than individual giving. It includes the generosity 

of congregations and jurisdictions that give to worldwide ministries of the church to strengthen community in 

Christ in all nations. Sharing for the common good is the spirit of Zion. 

— Community of Christ Doctrine and Covenants Section 165:2e-f. 
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been increased to $35,000 for 2017. You can ex-

press your support of the ongoing ministries and 

services of your Mission Center by using one or 

more of these different opportunities for giving: 

1. Designate the Mission Center on the left side 

of your offering envelope or on your check as 

part of your contributions through your con-

gregation. 

2. Set up an account through e-tithing, the 

church’s new online giving process, and des-

ignate the Mission Center as receiving a share 

of your contributions. Check out the details 

and opportunities at: www.cofchrist.org/e-

tithing-faq or call 816-833-1000, ext. 1391, for 

assistance.  

3. Send a check (made out to “Community of 

Christ”) directly to the Mission Center Fi-

nance Office (P.O. Box 69227, Renton WA  

98058). 

4. Click the “Give” button near the top of the 

GPNW website (www.cofchrist-gpnw.org) to 

give via PayPal (no PayPal account required). 

5. Contribute during the worship service at this 

Mission Center Conference. 

 

INTERNATIONAL CHURCH GIVING 

 Earlier this year, we were informed of ad-

ditional financial elements that would affect the 

International Church and its budgeting and plan-

ning for the foreseeable future. The impact 

throughout the church was a reduction of per-

sonnel and programming, including in our own 

Mission Center. To ensure sustainability of the 

mission of the worldwide church, a reduced 

budget was adopted and increased giving was 

requested from the membership. A major effort 

has been undertaken to create a Mission Endow-

ment Fund, which has so far raised commitments 

of more than sixty million dollars to help fund 

the future mission of the church. Additionally, a 

new community mission funding opportunity 

was scheduled to be launched this October, 

called Go Fund Mission, and you can find infor-

mation and details at www.GoFundMission.org.    

Congregations and individuals in our Mission 

Center have responded exceptionally in generous 

and ongoing ways to the needs of “sharing for 

the common good” in the International Church 

over the past months. As you plan your giving in 

the year to come, please keep in mind the sup-

port you can provide by sharing equally between 

local and worldwide ministries. Thank you for 

your ongoing support of mission wherever the 

opportunity exists.  

 

OPERATING INVESTMENT FUND (OIF) 

 The OIF is a key part of our Mission Cen-

ter’s financial structure. It is a financial reservoir 

from which we draw support for the operating 

mission of GPNW. It also provides funding, at 

the body’s discretion, for such extra-budgetary 

missional elements as Bold Moves Grants and the 

Alaska Travel Fund, as well as funding possible 

church expansion, the cost of maintaining and 

selling Mission Center properties (and, when re-

quired, congregational properties), and Operat-

ing Reserves. The composition of the OIF, as of 

December 31, 2015, can be found on the bottom 

of the proposed budget page in this conference 

packet. (See page 24.) 

 The OIF is a foundational tool in Mission 

Center budgeting. To help ensure the fund’s sus-

tainability into the future, we are using a five-

year rolling average for the balance of the fund. 

Unrealized real estate equity balances will be re-

moved from the fund by the 2018 budgeting pro-

cess. Additionally, we will move methodically 

and judiciously toward a recommended spend-
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ing rate for use by the annual Operating/

Missional Budget of four percent. These steps 

will help ensure the value of the OIF is available 

for use now and in the years to come.  

 

REAL ESTATE 

 Earlier this year, the long-sought sale of 

the Lake Louise, Alaska property was finalized. 

Sale of the property in Lincoln City, Oregon has 

also now been finalized. The disposition of the 

net proceeds of those sales was carried out in ac-

cordance with Mission Center policies and con-

ference action. 

 The Bellevue property remains an unreal-

ized real estate asset. Positions by the City of 

Bellevue on sewer, water, and access issues have 

stymied any progress in accomplishing sale of 

the property and continue to make the property 

unattractive to possible developers. No clear path 

toward sale of the land appears readily available. 

At this time, we anticipate removing its current 

listed equity balance from the Operating Invest-

ment Fund in 2017. 

 Recent closure decisions by Woodburn 

and Olympia Congregations will place those two 

properties on the market in the coming weeks.   

 

BEND LOAN UPDATE 

 The balance of the loan will be approxi-

mately $280,000 at the end of this year, with in-

terest accruing at a rate of about $1,300 per 

month. The scheduled deadline for payment in 

full is January 1, 2020. (See report, page 57.) 

 

BOLD MOVES GRANTS SUSPENSION 

 Due to the sudden impacts and uncertain-

ties within the Mission Center resulting from the 

revelation of the changed International Church 

financial situation early this year, Mission Center 

leadership decided to suspend Bold Moves for 

2016. Funding for grants through Bold Moves 

has always required an additional draw on our 

OIF beyond the budgeted draw, and that was not 

deemed a wise direction this year given the cir-

cumstances. A resolution is before this confer-

ence to reaffirm Bold Moves Grants as an integral 

tool of mission, reduce its annual ceiling to 

$10,000 (from $25,000), and include it as a regular 

budget line item beginning in 2018. (See report, 

page 58.)  

 

EVENT ASSISTANTS 

 I have learned quickly how important and 

valuable are those who help with the many fi-

nancial transactions related to camps, reunions, 

retreats and other events of the Mission Center.  

Gerrie King, Don and Sydney Brady, Karen 

Sundstrom, and Kelly Mongrain have served 

wonderfully as Event Assistants for the Mission 

Center Financial Officer, and I want to express 

my gratitude to them for their constant efforts on 

behalf of us all.  Thanks so much for all that you 

do! 

 

CAMPGROUNDS 

 Our campgrounds continue to serve a vi-

tal role in mission, outreach, and community.  

They are led by dedicated boards who give gen-

erously of their time and talents to handle the 

myriad of challenges and issues that few of us 

even imagine when we enjoy the beauty and joy 

of the times we spend in community there. The 

coming months will place a number of new chal-

lenges before all of our campground boards, and 

I appreciate their willingness to do the hard work 

that will be necessary. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 For many years, the Finance Committee 

has provided assistance and insight into the is-

sues that the Mission Center Financial Officer 

deals with on a regular basis. As an advisory 

body, their skills and knowledge have benefitted 

the workings of the Mission Center in many 

ways. Over the last couple of years, many of the 

issues they have addressed have mirrored those 

that come before the Mission Center Council, and 

the two bodies have at times met together. Begin-

ning in 2017, the Finance Committee will be 

blended into an expanded Mission Center Coun-

cil. I want to take this opportunity to offer my ap-

preciation for the service of each member of the 

Finance Committee to the whole Mission Center.  

I look forward the continued sharing of their wis-

dom and vision.  

 

THANK YOU 

 On a personal note, the past few months 

have been an incredible experience for me. Like 

many of you, I had no real appreciation of the 

breadth and scope of the tasks that fall under the 

responsibility of Mission Center Financial 

Officer. Bill McFarlin made it all look deceptive-

ly easy, and his continued presence and mentor-

ing have been essential in my transition. Jill Bru-

nette, GPNW Membership Services Administra-

tor (which includes financial assistance), has been 

enormously patient with all of the things I don’t 

know and keeps reassuring me that we are learn-

ing together. We have a wonderful staff, both 

paid and self-sustaining, who have been gracious 

and kind in their assistance and understanding.  

And, then there are all of you—the membership 

of this far-flung, but amazingly efficient and spir-

itually connected community—who have been 

patient and supportive to me personally but, 

more importantly, faithful to sharing for the com-

mon good that truly brings the spirit of Zion to 

life. May we continue to be blessed as we contin-

ue to grow in our expression of the mission of Je-

sus Christ and journey into a challenging future 

together. 

 

With thankfulness, 

 

Steve Pomeroy 

Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 

Financial Officer 
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2015 Annual 

Budget 
2015 EOY 
Audited 

2016 Annual 
Budget 

2016 YTD 
6/30/2016 

2017 Proposed         
Budget 

INCOME           
  Congregational Allocations $       127,509.00  $       125,478.00  $       127,509.00  $         75,933.00  $       127,509.00  
  Operating & Youth Contributions            25,000.00             23,953.00             30,000.00             16,417.00             35,000.00  
  Youth Minister Fund Draw            10,000.00             10,000.00             10,000.00             10,000.00                  741.00  
  Investment Income         240,695.00          240,695.00          194,589.00          104,337.00          152,571.00  
  Additional Investment Draw            15,500.00                 -               14,085.00                 -               65,986.00  
  Bend Loan Draw              7,196.00               7,196.00               7,700.00               7,700.00               7,953.00  
  Expansion Groups              1,000.00                  896.00               1,300.00                  596.00               1,000.00  
  Congregational Generosity              5,000.00             10,680.00             10,000.00             10,880.00             15,000.00  
  Klamath Falls/Lake Louise Draw                -                   -                 9,117.00               4,559.00                 -    
  Alaska Mission Fund Draw                -                   -                   -                   -                 3,000.00  
  Youth Ministries Draw                -                   -                   -                   -                 1,130.00  
  Administrative Fund Draw                -                   -                   -                   -                 2,000.00  
  Partial Carry-over from 2015                -                   -               27,000.00             27,000.00             46,670.00  
TOTAL INCOME         431,900.00          418,898.00          431,300.00          257,422.00          458,560.00  
EXPENSES           
MINISTERIAL SUPPORT           
  Congregational Support Ministers         202,000.00          139,497.00          185,000.00             93,531.00          229,708.00  
  Ministry/Home Office Expenses            45,000.00             35,903.00             50,000.00             14,599.00             40,000.00  
  Alaska Ministry Stipend                -                   -                 3,000.00               1,120.00               3,000.00  
TOTAL Ministerial Support         247,000.00          175,400.00          238,000.00          109,250.00          272,708.00  
OFFICE SUPPORT           
  Support Staff            97,000.00             86,623.00          100,000.00             39,004.00          104,572.00  
  Professional Services                -                   -                 6,000.00                  140.00                 -    
TOTAL Office Support            97,000.00             86,623.00          106,000.00             39,144.00          104,572.00  
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION           
  Audit              1,100.00                  977.00               1,000.00                  783.00                  950.00  
  Phone/Internet              4,800.00               4,987.00               4,800.00               2,098.00               4,560.00  
  Copies/Printing              9,000.00               9,827.00               9,000.00               6,230.00               8,550.00  
  Supplies              2,000.00               2,221.00               2,000.00                  653.00               1,900.00  
  Technology              4,000.00               4,656.00               4,000.00                  694.00               3,800.00  
  Postage/Mailing Service              7,000.00               6,678.00               7,000.00               5,489.00               6,650.00  
  Storage              1,100.00               1,031.00               1,100.00                 -                 1,045.00  
  Miscellaneous              2,000.00               1,383.00               1,500.00                  782.00               1,425.00  
  Insurance              2,900.00               1,934.00               2,900.00                 -                 1,900.00  
TOTAL Office Administration            33,900.00             33,694.00             33,300.00             16,729.00             30,780.00  
MISSION SUPPORT           
  Mission Center Conference              7,000.00               6,084.00               7,000.00                 -                 6,650.00  
  Spectacular            10,000.00             10,000.00             10,000.00             10,000.00               9,500.00  
  Camper Support            15,000.00             15,000.00             15,000.00             15,000.00             14,250.00  
  Caravan              5,000.00               5,000.00               5,000.00               5,000.00               4,750.00  
  International Youth Forum                -                   -                   -                   -                   -    

  Youth Camping Team/Training              2,000.00               1,624.00               2,000.00  
                   
65.00               1,000.00  

  Leadership Development              7,000.00               6,383.00               7,000.00                  699.00               6,650.00  
  Misc. Mission              1,000.00                  500.00               1,000.00                 -                    950.00  
  Ecumenical              2,000.00               2,050.00               2,000.00               2,000.00               1,900.00  
  Peace & Justice Ministries              1,000.00               1,198.00               1,000.00                 -                    950.00  
  Young Adult Ministries              2,000.00               1,672.00               2,000.00                 -                 1,900.00  
TOTAL Ministry Support            52,000.00             49,511.00             52,000.00             32,764.00             48,500.00  
CONG. ALLOCATION SUBSIDY              2,000.00                 -                 2,000.00                 -                 2,000.00  
TRANSFERS                -               73,670.00                 -                   -                   -    
TOTAL EXPENSES $       431,900.00  $       418,898.00  $       431,300.00  $       197,887.00  $       458,560.00  
NET RECEIPTS                           -                              -                              -    $         59,535.00                            -    
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  12/31/2014 Audited 12/31/2015 Audited 6/30/2016 Provisional 

ASSETS       
CURRENT ASSETS (C.A.)       
10200       Checking Account--Main  $            30,645.55   $            17,712.60   $               52,321.25  

10201       Checking--Event  $            16,432.46   $            16,698.45   $               43,475.44  
10202       Checkcard  $              1,903.05   $                 859.17   $                 3,524.43  
10203       PayPal  $                 822.48   $                 354.72   $                 1,650.42  
10505       Investment--W/C AIP-A  $       3,030,904.16   $       2,907,308.28   $          3,079,451.30  
C.A./ NOTES RECEIVABLE       

10875       Bend loan  $          248,443.96   $          263,767.42   $             271,802.23  
C.A./ PROPERTY ACCTS RECEIVABLE (A/R)       
11010       Lake Louise  $            22,512.87   $            26,542.87                    -    
11020       Bellevue  $          100,012.58   $          125,595.16   $             130,033.54  
C.A./ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE (A/R)       

12011       A/R Other                 -                    -                      -    
12120       A/R CWM Camp Share  $              (577.48)  $               (663.76)                   -    
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  $      3,451,099.63   $       3,358,174.91   $          3,582,258.61  
FIXED ASSETS       
16403       Bellevue Property  $         600,000.00   $          500,000.00   $             500,000.00  

16408       Seaside Property                 -                    -                      -    
16409       Lincoln City Property  $         300,000.00   $          235,000.00    

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS  $         900,000.00   $          735,000.00   $             500,000.00  

TOTAL ASSETS  $      4,351,099.63   $       4,093,174.91   $          4,082,258.61  
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  12/31/2014 Audited 12/31/2015 Audited 6/30/2016 Provisional 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  $                           -     $                           -     $                              -    

NET ASSETS / FUND EQUITIES       
31000       Operating Fund              -                    -     $                59,533.84  

33200       Prepaid Allocations              -     $              1,808.00               -    
33300       Bold Moves Grants  $            20,738.69   $              5,695.71   $                29,406.77  

33400       Alaska Travel Fund   $            51,888.84   $            43,853.41   $                41,133.33  
33410       Alaska Project Fund  $              2,258.40   $              2,243.40   $                  2,243.40  

33420       Alaska Exploration Fund  $              3,884.41   $                 994.80   $                     994.80  
33430       Alaska Mission Fund               -                    -     $                36,376.63  

33500       Event & Activity Operation              -                    -     $                41,846.35  
33570       NW Singles Ministries   $              5,047.29   $              3,758.16   $                  4,694.14  
33571       Singles Endowment  $            12,786.35   $            12,763.35   $                12,803.35  

33572       Discipleship Now  $            10,000.00   $            10,845.24   $                  9,947.02  
33573       Leadership Dev  $            31,248.65   $            30,469.65   $                29,661.95  

33574       Peace & Justice Ministries  $              7,655.77   $              7,606.77   $                  7,606.77  
33576       Fine Arts Retreat  $                 791.56   $                 786.56   $                     786.56  

33577       Young Adults              -                    -     $                  (451.84) 
33580       Youth Caravan   $              4,287.94   $              4,417.54   $                  4,976.00  

33610       Youth Ministries  $              1,137.20   $              1,130.20   $                  1,130.20  
33620       Spectacular  $                   15.62                  -                 -    

33700       Youth Minister  $            20,741.14   $            10,741.14   $                     741.14  
36630       Unrealized Property Gains   $          900,000.00   $          735,000.00   $              500,000.00  
36640       Equity In Notes Rec  $          248,443.96   $          263,767.42   $              271,802.23  

37050       Activity Assistance  $            18,385.83   $            17,812.83   $                17,812.83  
37060       Act Assistance-Camp Kimtah  $              1,235.30   $                 380.30   $                     380.30  

37070       Act Assistance-Camp Chimacum  $              4,569.38   $              4,391.38   $                  4,391.38  
37090       MC Administrative   $              3,736.35   $              3,712.35   $                  3,712.35  

RESERVE FUNDS       
37712       Furn & Equip Reserves  $            45,942.78   $            45,645.78   $                45,645.78  

37750       Operating Reserves  $          107,225.00   $          107,975.00   $              107,825.00  
AGENCY FUNDS       
38810       NW Evangelists  $              1,632.30   $              1,522.30   $                  1,522.30  

38813       Gospel Wagon   $              5,077.73   $              5,005.98   $                  5,005.98  
38815       Ellensburg Payroll              -     $                 192.00   $                     192.00  

38816       Portland Fund  $              1,584.19   $                 761.89               -    
38842       Property Management  $            12,838.61   $            21,592.18   $                22,585.51  

38843       Sequim  $                 511.83   $                 508.83   $                     508.83  
38881       Operating Investment Fund  $       2,827,434.51   $       2,747,792.74   $           2,817,443.71  

TOTAL NET ASSETS/FUND EQUITIES  $       4,351,099.63   $       4,093,174.91   $           4,082,258.61  

TOTAL LIABILITIES/FUND EQUITIES  $       4,351,099.63   $       4,093,174.91   $           4,082,258.61  
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GPNW 
Congregation 

2017 
Allocation 

2016 
Allocation 

$ Variance  
with 2016 

% Variance  
with 2016 

Albany  $              2,768  $               2,558  $                   210 8.2% 

Auburn  $              6,961  $               7,734  $                 (773) -10.0% 

Bend  $              3,812  $               3,519  $                   293 8.3% 

Bremerton  $              3,211  $               2,918  $                   293 10.0% 

Cottage Grove  $              1,979  $               1,799  $                   180 10.0% 

Cowlitz Valley  $              3,581  $               3,978  $                 (397) -10.0% 

Crystal Springs  $              5,803  $               5,346  $                   457 8.5% 

East Wenatchee  $              1,463  $               1,330  $                   133 10.0% 

Ellensburg  $              1,989  $               1,808  $                   181 10.0% 

Eugene  $              8,537  $               8,862  $                 (325) -3.7% 

Fairbanks  $              2,168  $               2,159  $                        9 0.4% 

Garden Grove  $              3,778  $               4,198  $                 (420) -10.0% 

Highland Park  $              2,254  $               2,503  $                 (249) -9.9% 

Mat-Su Valley  $              1,233  $               1,121  $                   112 10.0% 

Myrtle Point  $              1,847  $               1,679  $                   168 10.0% 

Neilton   $                  922  $                  856  $                     66 7.7% 

Olympia  $              1,753  $               1,759  $                     (6) -0.3% 

Portland  $              7,714  $               7,209  $                   505 7.0% 

Puyallup  $              5,202  $               5,318  $                 (116) -2.2% 

Rainier Valley  $              2,388  $               2,397  $                      9) -0.4% 

Redmond  $              5,399  $               5,172  $                   227 4.4% 

Renton  $              6,463  $               5,875  $                   588 10.0% 

Rogue Valley  $              4,036  $               3,669  $                   367 10.0% 

Roseburg  $              1,019  $                  983  $                     36 3.7% 

Salem  $              5,329  $               5,535  $                 (206) -3.7% 

Samish  $              4,777  $               4,558  $                   219 4.8% 

Southridge  $              8,660  $               9,406  $                 (746) -7.9% 

Tuality  $              5,157  $               4,688  $                   469 10.0% 

University Place  $              5,289  $               5,877  $                 (588) -10.0% 

Woodburn  $              2,987  $               3,318  $                 (331) -10.0% 

Woodland Park  $              5,135  $               5,705  $                 (570) -10.0% 

Yakima-Selah  $              3,895  $               3,672  $                   223 6.1% 

Totals  $          127,509  $          127,509     

Total Proposed Allocations for 2017:    $              127,509 

Total 2015 contributions to Congregational Ministries:  $              645,698 
Total number of 2015 local contributors:   540 
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 The allocation computation uses two pri-
mary factors: 
1. Total Congregational Ministries contributions 

(purpose codes 100) 
2. Total number of Contributor Units for congre-

gational contributions—a single person or a 
married couple counts as one unit 

 Congregations that receive the most contribu-
tions and have the most contributors will 
have the highest allocation. 

 The allocation formula is designed to help de-
termine a congregation’s ability to pay and is 
a reflection of their collective generosity. 

 There is no perfect formula; however, we con-
tinue to strive for an equitable approach. 

 
 Criteria and rationale for the formula:  
 The data used to compute the allocations is 

from the church’s computerized database, 
Shelby. 

 The allocations are based only on the immedi-
ate past year’s contributions—because it is a 
more current reflection of the congregation’s 
contributor composition. 

 It does not drag multiple years of historical 
data forward—because previous formulae in-
cluded “stale” data and did not reduce fluctu-
ations in allocations between years as much as 
hoped. 

 Half of the allocation is based only on Con-
gregational Ministries contributions (purpose 
codes 100), not Mission Center or World 
Church contributions—because congregation-
al contributions more accurately reflect the 
giving strength locally.  

 The other half of the allocation is based on the 
number of congregational contributors who 
contribute more than $100 during the year. 

 A “ceiling” and “floor” of 10% (more or less 
than the previous year’s allocation) is includ-
ed in the process—because this is a way to 
directly limit fluctuations year to year and 
makes budgeting for congregations more pre-
dictable.  

 
 Questions? Contact Mission Center Finan-
cial Officer Steve Pomeroy (spomeroy@cofchrist-
gpnw.org, 425-457-0739).  

HYPOTHETICAL EXAMPLE USING CONGREGATION X 
 To keep it simple, let’s say total annual GPNW congregational allocations are $100,000, total GPNW 
member contributions were $1,000,000, and total number of GPNW contributors were 1,000. 
 The first half of the total GPNW combined congregational allocation is based on Congregational Minis-

tries contributions (Purpose codes 100) during 2015 (most recent completed year) —$50,000 (1/2 of 
$100,000). 

 Congregation X had annual local contributions of $80,000, which is 8% of the total GPNW member con-
tributions ($80,000/$1,000,000). 

 Congregation X’s part of this half of the allocation would be 8% of $50,000, or $4,000. 
 The second half of the total allocation ($50,000 (1/2 of $100,000) is based on the number of congregation-

al contributors to Congregational Ministries during 2015.  
 Congregation X had 24 contributors, which is 2.4% of the total GPNW contributors (24/1,000). 
 Their part of this half of the allocation would be 2.4% of $50,000, or $1,200. 
 Congregation X’s total allocation for 2017 would then be $4,000 + $1,200, or $5,200. 
 

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2017 is more than 10% higher than their 2016 allocation, their 
2017 allocation will be limited to a 10% increase. If Congregation X’s computed allocation for 2017 drops by more 
than 10% compared with their 2016 allocation, their 2017 allocation will be limited to a 10% decrease. 

mailto:spomeroy@cofchrist-gpnw.org
mailto:spomeroy@cofchrist-gpnw.org
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Description 2015 Audited 2016 Budget  2017 Budget % of Budget Var w/2016 
INCOME           
    Congregational Allocations $125,478 $127,509 $127,509 27.8% 0.0% 
    Operating & Youth Contributions $23,953 $30,000 $35,000 7.6% 16.7% 
    Youth Minister Fund Draw $10,000 $10,000 $741 0.2% -92.6% 
    Investment Draw (2017 = 4%) $240,695 $194,589 $152,571 33.3% -21.6% 
    Additional Investment Draw(2017 = 1.73%) $0 $14,085 $65,986 14.4% 368.5% 
    Bend Loan Draw $7,196 $7,700 $7,953 1.7% 3.3% 
    Expansion Groups $896 $1,300 $1,000 0.2% -23.1% 
    Congregational Generosity $10,680 $10,000 $15,000 3.3% 50.0% 
    Klamath Falls/Lake Louise Draw $0 $9,117 $0 0.0% -100.0% 
    Alaska Mission Fund Draw $0 $0 $3,000 0.7%   
    Youth Ministries Draw $0 $0 $1,130 0.2%   
    Administrative Fund Draw $0 $0 $2,000 0.4%   
    Partial Carry-over from 2015 $0 $27,000 $46,670 10.2% 72.9% 
TOTAL INCOME $418,899 $431,300 $458,560 100.0% 6.3% 
EXPENSES           
  MINISTERIAL SUPPORT           
    Ministerial Staff $139,497 $185,000 $229,708 50.1% 24.2% 
    Ministry/Home Office Expenses $35,904 $50,000 $40,000 8.7% -20.0% 
    Alaska Ministry $0 $3,000 $3,000 0.7% 0.0% 
    TOTAL Ministerial Support $175,400 $238,000 $272,708 59.5% 14.6% 
  OFFICE SUPPORT           
    Support Staff $86,623 $100,000 $104,572 22.8% 4.6% 
    Professional Services $0 $6,000 $0 0.0% -100.0% 
  TOTAL Office Support $86,623 $106,000 $104,572 22.8% -1.3% 
  OFFICE ADMINISTRATION           
    Audit $977 $1,000 $950 0.2% -5.0% 
    Phone/Internet $4,987 $4,800 $4,560 1.0% -5.0% 
    Copies/Printing $9,827 $9,000 $8,550 1.9% -5.0% 
    Supplies $2,221 $2,000 $1,900 0.4% -5.0% 
    Technology $4,656 $4,000 $3,800 0.8% -5.0% 
    Postage/Mailing Service $6,678 $7,000 $6,650 1.5% -5.0% 
    Storage $1,031 $1,100 $1,045 0.2% -5.0% 
    Miscellaneous $1,383 $1,500 $1,425 0.3% -5.0% 
    Insurance $1,934 $2,900 $1,900 0.4% -34.5% 
  TOTAL Office Administration $33,694 $33,300 $30,780 6.7% -7.6% 
  MISSION SUPPORT           
    Mission Center Conference $6,084 $7,000 $6,650 1.5% -5.0% 
    Spectacular $10,000 $10,000 $9,500 2.1% -5.0% 
    Camper Support $15,000 $15,000 $14,250 3.1% -5.0% 
    Caravan $5,000 $5,000 $4,750 1.0% -5.0% 
    Youth Camping Team/Training $1,624 $2,000 $1,000 0.2% -50.0% 
    Leadership Development $6,383 $7,000 $6,650 1.5% -5.0% 
    Misc. Mission $500 $1,000 $950 0.2% -5.0% 
    Ecumenical $2,050 $2,000 $1,900 0.4% -5.0% 
    Peace & Justice Ministries $1,198 $1,000 $950 0.2% -5.0% 
    Young Adult Ministries $1,671 $2,000 $1,900 0.4% -5.0% 
  TOTAL Mission Support $49,511 $52,000 $48,500 10.6% -6.7% 
  CONG. ALLOCATION SUBSIDY $0 $2,000 $2,000 0.4% 0.0% 
  TRANSFERS $73,670 $0 $0 0.0%   
TOTAL EXPENSES $418,899 $431,300 $458,560 100.0% 6.3% 
NET DEFICIT $0 $0 $0     
Operating Investment Fund 12/31/11 12/31/12 12/31/13 12/31/14  12/31/15 

      $2,898,561 Operating Invest. (inc. Lincoln City net proceeds)    
Property Equity        $500,000 
Operating Reserve        $107,825 
End of Year   $3,945,797 $3,772,896 $4,011,582  $3,834,660 $3,506,386 
5 year average for 2017 Budget        $3,814,264  
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 This budget deals with the loss of approxi-

mately $150,000 in funding from World 

Church for the GPNW Mission Center (MC) 

over the past two years.  

 Funding for the Mission Center President 

(MCP) position is included in the proposed 

GPNW 2017 budget and will continue at least 

through 2018 (per Special Mission Center 

Conference action). 

 Funding for a half-time Mission Center Finan-

cial Officer (MCFO) position, no longer fund-

ed by World Church, is included in this budg-

et. 

 GPNW MC staff positions continue to be re-

configured to create additional efficiency and 

cost-savings.  

 The total number of Full-Time Equivalent 

(FTE) staff positions serving the GPNW MC 

was 7.75 at the start of 2015 and will be 5.65 in 

2017. 

 Additional self-sustaining ministers will be 

needed to support the ongoing missional 

ministries of the GPNW MC. 

 The Ministerial Staff line primarily includes 

the MCP, MCFO, and two mission support 

minister positions.  

 The Ministry/Home Office Expenses line is 

decreased by $10,000. 

 The bulk of the remainder of the budgeted 

expense categories will be reduced by 5%. 

 New guidelines set a 4% target draw amount 

from the Operating Investment Fund. It is rec-

ognized that the sudden reduction from the 

previous 6% target will take time to achieve 

without major reductions in programming 

and staff. We are moving toward an invest-

ment draw based on 4% (down from our pre-

vious 6% rate) to make our primary funding 

source more sustainable.  

 A sustainable GPNW MC budget is anticipat-

ed for 2017, with a limited additional draw of 

1.73% from the Operating Investment Fund 

(OIF), above the 4% target, for a total draw of 

5.73%. 

 The net balance of the OIF used to support 

the annual GPNW MC budget will be less 

than last year’s balance due to reduced earn-

ings last year and the additional use of the 

Fund to support other designated funds (i.e. 

Bold Moves, Discipleship Now, and Alaska 

Travel). 

 We have migrated to a 5 -year rolling average 

for our investment draw computation. 

 Pending Conference action, the Bold Moves 

Grants initiative, suspended because of finan-

cial uncertainties in 2016, will be reinstated at 

a more sustainable annual level. The pro-

posed resolution establishes an annual ceiling 

of $10,000 and installs Bold Moves as a budg-

et line item in 2018. 

 Additional assets are possible from the sale of 

real estate (i.e. Woodburn, Olympia). 

 No increase in total congregational allocations 

for 2017 is anticipated; however, individual 

congregational allocations may increase or 

decrease when the formula is applied. Those 

variations will be limited to no more than 

10%. 

 An increase of $5,000 in voluntary individual 

contributions/generosity to the Mission Cen-

ter will be requested for 2017. 

 An increase of $5,000 in voluntary congrega-

tional contributions/generosity to the Mission 

Center will be requested for 2017. 

 Pending Conference action, future operating 

gains would be allowed to supplement budg-

et planning for the second year after the gain 

is realized.  



 WHEREAS, a Resolution was approved at 

the Greater Pacific Northwest-USA Mission Cen-

ter (GPNW) 2005 Mission Center Conference au-

thorizing any net operating loss for a given year 

be carried forward as a liability and incorporated 

into the operating budget beginning the second 

year following the year the loss occurred; and  

 WHEREAS, the 2005 Resolution author-

ized any net operating gain in a given year re-

main in the Operating Investment Fund up to the 

amount equaling the annual Operating Invest-

ment Fund draw for that year, and that any addi-

tional gain be applied as operating income begin-

ning the second year following the year the gain 

occurred, and;  

 WHEREAS, the Mission Center Operat-

ing/Missional Budget traditionally has shown a 

small net gain; and 

 WHEREAS, it is advisable to make the 

GPNW budgets sustainable and not overly reli-

ant on investment draws; therefore be it 

 RESOLVED, that the 2005 Resolution be 

amended to allow any net operating gains to be 

applied as operating income beginning the sec-

ond year following the year in which the gain oc-

curs, and that the effects of any net operating 

losses would not change.  
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 WHEREAS, the life cycle of a congrega-

tion may lead it to a point of closing, as is the 

case with the Woodburn, Oregon congregation; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the policy of the World 

Church requires a Mission Center Conference to 

determine the disposition of the net proceeds of 

the sale of capital assets of closed or closing con-

gregations; and 

 WHEREAS, it is the stated wish of the 

Woodburn, Oregon congregation that the funds 

be transferred to the Greater Pacific Northwest 

Mission Center (GPNW) and used in alignment 

with the missional priorities of the GPNW, which 

is consistent with previous practice; and 

 WHEREAS, one of the primary purposes 

of the Mission Center Operating Investment 

Fund is to fund mission across the GPNW 

through the annual Operating/Missional Budget 

and other special funds such as Bold Moves; 

therefore be it 

 RESOLVED, that when the church build-

ing and property of the Woodburn, Oregon con-

gregation are sold, all net proceeds from the sale 

will be distributed as follows: 10% to World 

Church, and the balance to the GPNW Operating 

Investment Fund. 
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 WHEREAS, the life cycle of a congrega-
tion may lead it to a point of closing, as is the 

case with the Olympia, Washington congrega-
tion; and 

 WHEREAS, the policy of the World 

Church requires a Mission Center Conference to 
determine the disposition of the net proceeds of 

the sale of capital assets of closed or closing con-

gregations; and 
 WHEREAS, it is the stated wish of the 

Olympia, Washington congregation that the 

funds be transferred to the Greater Pacific North-
west Mission Center (GPNW) and used in align-

ment with the missional priorities of the GPNW, 

which is consistent with previous practice; and  
 WHEREAS, one of the primary purposes 

of the Mission Center Operating Investment 
Fund is to fund mission across the GPNW 

through the annual Operating/Missional Budget 

and other special funds such as Bold Moves; 
therefore be it 

 RESOLVED, that when the church build-

ing and property of the Olympia, Washington 
congregation are sold, all net proceeds from the 

sale will be distributed as follows: 10% to World 

Church, and the balance to the GPNW Operating 
Investment Fund. 

 WHEREAS, in 2008, the Greater Pacific 
Northwest (USA) Mission Center established the 

Bold Moves Grants initiative which provided a 
process by which Mission Center leadership, con-

gregations, or members could submit proposals 

for mission within our jurisdiction and apply for 
funding of church plants, re-plants, and new 

ministries; and 

 WHEREAS, this action established the use 
of $25,000 total per calendar year beyond opera-

tional budgeting, drawn from the Operating In-

vestment Fund, to this purpose; and 
 WHEREAS, expressions of mission by 

many congregations and groups in all areas of 
the Mission Center have resulted, and continue 

to flourish, through the awarding of Bold Moves 

Grants; and 
 WHEREAS, the Bold Moves Grants initia-

tive continues to be an integral element in the en-

couragement of new efforts of mission through-
out the Mission Center; and 

 WHEREAS, the demand for grants and 
total funding requests have declined in an ex-

pected fashion in recent years; and  
 WHEREAS, funding changes and revised 

spending guidelines have created long-term im-

pacts on use of the Operating Investment Fund 
and Mission Center budgeting processes; and  

 WHEREAS, current available funds for 

Bold Moves would allow for awards in 2017, at a 
reduced level of $10,000, without necessitating an 

additional draw from the Operating Investment 

Fund; therefore be it 
 RESOLVED, that Bold Moves Grants be 

reaffirmed as a valuable tool of mission and be 
funded, beginning in 2017, at a level of $10,000 

total per calendar year; and be it further  

 RESOLVED, that, beginning in 2018, 
funding for Bold Moves be regularly included as 

a line item in the Greater Pacific Northwest 

(USA) Mission Center Operating/Missional 
Budget.  



 Page 28  



Prelude.......................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson 
Gathering Hymns: 
 Gather Us In (CCS 72) .................................................................................................... Congregation  
 The Love of God (CCS 210).............................................................................................. Congregation  

CALL TO ORDER: ........................................................................................................ Mike Bessonette 
 Announcements ..................................................On-Site Conference Assistant Dianne Webberley 
 *Hymn: Redeemer of Israel (CCS 388) ............................................................................ Congregation  
 *Invocation ................................................................................................................ Brenda Sargent 
  *Sung Response: Alleluia (CCS 117) ....................................................................... Congregation  
 Approval of Minutes: 
  November 7, 2015 (Annual Mission Center Conference) .............Mike Bessonette, pages 34-37 

REPORTS: 
Mission Center President’s Annual Report .....................................Mike Bessonette, pages 38-46 

  2016/2017 Staff and Volunteer Transitions ...................................................... Mike Bessonette 
  2016/17 Outgoing Staff and Volunteer Ministries: 

 Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer 
 Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon Board 

Representative ................................................................................................. Steve Pomeroy 
 Shari Amos, Mission Center Conference Co-Chair 
 Sheyne Benedict, Young Adult Ministries Team  
 Bev Burk, Mission Center Finance Committee 
 Stan Corrington, Mission Center Finance Committee 
 Susan Gregory, Klamath Falls Congregational Support Minister 
 Sean Langdon, Mission Center Mission Coordinator  
 Jarom Mills, Mission Center Council 
 Kathy Sharp, Church Council of Greater Seattle Board Representative  
 John VanDerWalker , Alaska Task Force 
 Dianne Webberley, Financial Assistant 

  2016/2017 New Staff and Volunteer Ministries: 
 Sean Langdon, Invitation Support Minister 
 Kim Naten, Mission Center President 
 Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Financial Officer, Church Council of Greater Seattle 

Board Representative 
 Christian Skoorsmith, Church Council of Greater Seattle Board Representative  
 Val Walker , Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon Board Representative  
 Dianne Webberley, Special Projects, Mission Center Conference On-Site Assistant  

Written Reports ............................................................................................................... pages 57-71 
 Bend Congregation Loan Report .................................................................................... page 58 

Bold Moves Grants Report .............................................................................................. page 57 
Campground Association Reports: Lewis River, Remote, Samish Island ........... pages 59-61 
Camping Ministries Report...................................................................................... pages 62-65 
Caravan Report ............................................................................................................ page 66-67 
Northwest Singles Report ............................................................................................... page 67 
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Orphans Africa Report .................................................................................................... page 68 
Outreach International Report ........................................................................................ page 69 
Spectacular Report ........................................................................................................... page 70 
Young Adult Ministries Report ...................................................................................... page 71 

Acceptance of Financial Report ................................................................................ Steve Pomeroy 
*Hymn: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! (CCS 105) ........................................................ Congregation 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 Sustaining of Mission Center President...................................................... Ron Harmon, page 47 
      Statement by Kim Naten 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Financial Officer.......................................... Ron Harmon, page 47 
      Statement by Steve Pomeroy 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Invitation Support Minister ...................... Ron Harmon, page 49 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder................................................................. Mike Bessonette 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Council ...........................................................................Kim Naten 

The Council serves as an advisory body to the Mission Center President, Financial Officer and 
Mission Coordinator on matters affecting the core functions of the Mission Center. The following 
names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2017: 
 Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher, Oregon  
 Jan Glass, Elder, Oregon 
 Nancy McManus, Priest, Alaska 
 Todd Sargeant, Elder, Washington 
 Brenda Sargent, High Priest, Washington  
 Stacie Simmons Bates, High Priest, Washington 
 Doug Brown, Elder, Oregon—NEW, from Finance Committee 
 Cheryl Davis, Elder, Alaska—NEW, from Finance Committee 
 Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington—NEW, from Finance Committee 
 Terry Richardson, High Priest, Washington—NEW, from Finance Committee 
 John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon—NEW, from Finance Committee 
Thanks to Jarom Mills for his service on the Mission Center Council. 
Thanks to Bev Burk and Stan Corrington for their service on the MC Finance Committee. 

 Sustaining of Youth Camping Team ........................................................................ Sean Langdon 
The Youth Camping Team promotes Christian communities in our children and youth camps and 
retreats at three campgrounds, Caravan and SPEC Northwest Delegation. It assists the Camping 
Ministries Director with providing training, resources, recruitment of directors and assistance with 
recruitment of camp staff, leadership in development of discipleship programs, and it sets policies to 
enable a healthy and safe camping environment. The following names are submitted for consideration 
and approval for 2017: 
 Jody Barnhart , Remote 
 Laura Fish, Samish Island 
 Jason Keesee, Lewis River 
 Rick Naten, Samish Island 
 Katie O’Keefe-Knobel, Remote 
 Catherine Peter, Samish Island 
 Chris Phelps, Samish Island (British Columbia) 
 Dee Robino, Remote 
 Brenda Sargent, Lewis River 
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 Christina Simonsen, Remote 
 Jeff Weaver , Lewis River  
 Dianne Webberley, Lewis River  

 Resolutions:  
  Carry Budget Surplus Funds Forward ................................................ Steve Pomeroy, page 26  
  Disposition of Woodburn, OR RE Sale Net Proceeds ..................... Mike Bessonette, page 26 
  Disposition of Olympia, WA RE Sale Net Proceeds ........................ Mike Bessonette, page 27 
  Funding Bold Moves Grants in 2017 and Beyond.............................. Steve Pomeroy, page 27 
 Consideration of 2017 Operating/Missional Budget .........................Steve Pomeroy, pages 24-25 

MEETING RECESSED 

CALL TO ORDER: ........................................................................................................ Mike Bessonette 
 *Hymn: Let There Be Peace on Earth (CCS 307) ............................................................. Congregation  
 Moment of Blessing................................................................................................... Susan Gregory 
  *Hymn: We Gather Together (CCS 127).................................................................... Congregation  
  *Prayer of Blessing ............................................................................................... Susan Gregory 
 Hymn, Lord, Make Us Instruments (CCS 364) ............................................................... Congregation  
 
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALLS: ................................... Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette  
 Scripture Reading: Matthew 4:18-22  ............................................................................... Fae Jackson  
 Hymn: Make Me a Servant (CCS 597)............................................................................ Congregation  
 Call to the Office of Evangelist for Elva Eliason (Southridge Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Evangelist for 
Elva Eliason. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Call......................................................................Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
Testimony by Candidate......................................................................Elva Eliason, page 51 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Hymn: Make Me a Servant (CCS 597)............................................................................ Congregation  
 Call to the Office of Evangelist for Dianne Webberley (Garden Grove Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Evangelist for 
Dianne Webberley. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Call......................................................................Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
Testimony by Candidate........................................................... Dianne Webberley, page 55 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Hymn: Make Me a Servant (CCS 597)............................................................................ Congregation  
 Call to the Office of Evangelist for Sharon West (Cowlitz Valley Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Evangelist for 
Sharon West. This call is presented for you to sustain. 
Testimony of Call ...........................................................................Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
Testimony by Candidate .......................................................................... Sharon West, page 56 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Prayer of Support............................................................................................................ John Berger 
 Hymn: Make Me a Servant (CCS 597)............................................................................ Congregation  
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MEETING RECESSED 

*Congregation stands if possible 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
Lead Musician/Pianist (Pre-recess) ....................................................................................Mary Richardson 
Lead Musician/Pianist (Post-recess) ...................................................................................... Margaret Polly 
Head Usher ............................................................................................................................ Dave Poynter 
Presider ............................................................................................................................... Mike Bessonette 

Dinner is on your own—enjoy in fellowship! Business Meeting Reconvenes at 7:30 pm. 
Please complete your Evaluation Form for the afternoon Business Meeting session. If you are not 

returning to the church again, please leave your Evaluation Form at the Registration table.  
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CALL TO ORDER: ....................................................................................................... Mike Bessonette 
 Hymn: Christ Leads! (CCS 28) .........................................................................................Congregation  
 Moment of Blessing .........................................................................................................Kathy Sharp 
      Remember a time you’ve felt called or “nudged” by the Holy Spirit? 
      Hymn: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore, verse 1 (CCS 582)...............................Congregation  

      What limitations caused you to hesitate? 
      Hymn: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore, verse 2 (CCS 582)...............................Congregation  

      How were you sustained to follow through? 
      Hymn: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore, verse 3 (CCS 582)...............................Congregation  

      What is Jesus’ calling for you today?  
      Hymn: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore, verse 4 (CCS 582)...............................Congregation  
 
PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD CALLS: ..................................... Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
 Hymn: The Summons, verse 1 (CCS 586).......................................................................... Congregation  
 Call to the Office of High Priest for Gary Farnsworth (Bend Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to High Priest for 
Gary Farnsworth. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Call ....................................................................... Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
Testimony by Candidate ............................................................... Gary Farnsworth, page 52 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Hymn: The Summons, verse 2 (CCS 586).......................................................................... Congregation  
 Call to the Office of Bishop for Dan Jackson (Southridge Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Bishop for Dan 
Jackson. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Call ....................................................................... Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
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Testimony by Candidate........................................................................Dan Jackson, page 53 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Hymn: The Summons, verse 3 (CCS 586) ......................................................................... Congregation  
 Call to the Office of Evangelist for Margaret Polly (Salem Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Evangelist for 
Margaret Polly. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Call........................................................................Ron Harmon, Mike Bessonette 
Testimony by Candidate................................................................... Margaret Polly, page 54 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Hymn: The Summons, verses 4 & 5 (CCS 586) ................................................................. Congregation  
*Closing Prayer of Blessing ............................................................................................. David Harrison 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

*Congregation stands if able 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
Lead Musician/Pianist  ........................................................................................................ Mary Richardson 
Head Usher ............................................................................................................................... Dave Poynter 
Presider .................................................................................................................................Mike Bessonette  

Please complete your Evaluation Form for the evening Business Meeting session (back side). If you 
are not returning for Sunday Services, please leave your Evaluation Form at the Registration table.  

 9 pm (approximate)—Young adults will meet at Buffalo Wild Wings (1200 NE Broadway St., #20, 
Portland OR 97232) to talk, laugh, and eat yummy food! Appetizers and beverages will be provided. 
Contact Sean Langdon (425-293-6366, slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org) with questions. (See page 77.) 

 2 am Sunday—Daylight Savings Time ends; set your clocks back one hour Saturday night. 

 7:30-9:15 am Sunday—Pastors’ Breakfast: Christ Lives and Leads, at The Grotto (8840 NE Skidmore 
Street, Portland OR 97220). Presenters include Portland Pastor Val Walker, Apostle Ron 
Harmon, Mission Funding Specialist, and Bishop Diana Hansen.  

 9:45-10:30 am Sunday—Ordination Worship Service: Christ Comes. Be sure to join us as Doug 
Brown (Tuality Congregation), whose call was sustained at last year’s Mission Center 
Conference, is ordained to the office of Bishop. Pending sustaining votes during the business 
session, Elva Eliason and Dianne Webberley will each be ordained to the office of Evangelist.  

 11 am Sunday— Communion and Setting Apart Worship Service: Christ Leads! In, “the clamor of 
change Christ Jesus is our guide” (Christ Leads!). We will celebrate change with the setting apart 
of our new Mission Center President, Kim Naten (effective January 1, 2017), and of Interim 
Mission Center Financial Officer Steve Pomeroy (effective July 1, 2016). This service will feature 
Ron Harmon bringing the morning message and the serving of bread and wine communion. An 
offering to defray the costs of Mission Center Conference will be received at this service.  

 12:30 pm Sunday—Conference will adjourn by 12:30 pm.  

mailto:slangdon@cofchrist-gpnw.org


COMMUNITY OF CHRIST  

Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Center 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

Annual Mission Center Conference 

November 7, 2015—Portland, Oregon 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 Greater Pacific Northwest (GPNW) 

Mission Center President Mike Bessonette 

welcomed delegates and participants, and 

acknowledged and introduced the technical staff; 

Conference staff; musicians; and visiting 

ministry, President of Seventy Apostle-Designate 

Robin Linkhart and Mission Support Leader 

John VanDerWalker.  

 Mike Bessonette officially called the 

meeting to order at 2:15 pm. Mission Center 

Recorder Jill Brunette was present. Following 

Conference announcements by Shari Amos and 

singing of “Redeemer of Israel,” Stacie Simmons 

Bates (Bremerton) offered the invocation. 

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Tracy MacDonald (Lower Columbia) 

moved to approve the Minutes of the annual 

GPNW Mission Center Conference Business 

Meeting held on November 7, 2014, as provided 

in Conference materials. By show of hands, the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 Bob Dobkins (Eugene) moved to approve 

the Minutes of the Special GPNW Mission Center 

Conference Business Meeting held on June 28, 

2015, as provided in Conference materials. By 

show of hands, the motion carried unanimously. 

  

REPORTS 

 Mike Bessonette presented the President’s 

Annual Report as printed in the Conference 

bulletin. The report incorporated the Conference 

theme, “Express Joy in Christ.” Report filed. 

 The Chair referred the body to the 

following written reports in Conference 

materials:  

 Alaska Mission Initiative Report, submitted 

by John VanDerWalker 

 Bend Congregation Loan Report, submitted 

by John Smallwood 

 Bold Moves Grants Report, submitted by 

Steve Pomeroy 

 Campground Association Reports: Lewis 

River, submitted by David Polly, Remote, 

submitted by Mike Grohs and Samish Island, 

submitted by Mark Chapman 

 Camping Ministries Report, submitted by 

Sean Langdon 

 Caravan Report, submitted by Jody Barnhart 

 Leading Congregations in Mission Report, 

submitted by Mike Bessonette 

 Northwest Singles Report, submitted by Tom 

Webber and Susan Webber 

 Orphans Africa Report, submitted by David 

Skoor 

 Outreach International Report, submitted by 

Vivian Nash and Jerry Nash 

 Spectacular Report, submitted by Sean 

Langdon 

 Young Adults Report, submitted by Sean 

Langdon 

Reports filed. 
  

Mission Center Financial Officer’s (MCFO) 

Annual Report 

 Bill McFarlin presented the MCFO 

Annual Report, as printed in the Conference 

bulletin and reviewed during the Delegate 

Orientation and Discussion. Report filed.  
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 Staff and Volunteer Transitions 

 Mike Bessonette expressed appreciation 

for the depth of skill represented in the Mission 

Center staff and those that serve on various 

committees or in other Mission Center roles.  

 Mike Bessonette and Bill McFarlin 

recognized Kathy Sharp, retired Mission Center 

President and presented her with a gift from the 

Mission Center of a special painting by a favorite 

artist. Mike and Bill also recognized other 

individuals stepping down from their previous 

responsibilities:  

 Christie Ostendorp, Child/Youth 

Discipleship Ministries Coordinator;  

 Steve Pomeroy, Pastor Support Minister; 

 John Berger, Congregational Support 

Minister (Neilton);  

 Mike Bessonette, Mission Coordinator  

 Sean Langdon, Young Adult Ministries 

 Kim Naten, Membership Services 

Administrator/Recorder;  

 Christian Skoorsmith, Learning Officer 

 John Smallwood, Seventy Cluster Leader  

  Mike and Bill then recognized those 

individuals moving into new areas of 

responsibility:  

 Mike Bessonette, Mission Center President  

 Jill Brunette, Membership Services 

Administrator/Recorder;  

 Pam Cress, Adult Formation Specialist and 

Congregational Support Minister (Puyallup);  

 Vanessa Grace, Congregational Support 

Minister (Garden Grove)  

 Sean Langdon, Mission Coordinator, Bold 

Moves Grants Committee, Camping 

Ministries Director (expanded role), Youth 

Ministries Specialist;  

 Vivian & Jerry Nash, Outreach International 

Oregon Advisors;  

 Margaret Polly, Congregational Support 

Minister (Tuality, Cottage Grove); 

 Marsha ShortWebb, Congregational Support 

Minister (Salem); 

 Karen Sundstrom, Seventy Cluster Leader; 

 Rich Sowers, Congregational Support 

Minister (Neilton)  

  

NEW BUSINESS  

Sustaining of Mission Center Officers 

 After the singing of “All Hail the Power of 

Jesus’ Name,” Robin Linkhart assumed the 

Chair. She brought greetings from the First 

Presidency and the Council of Twelve, and 

added her personal appreciation for the past 

work of the Mission Center officers and for the 

quality of all GPNW staff.  

 Robin read the First Presidency’s letter 

recommending that the Conference sustain the 

appointment of Mike Bessonette as President of 

the GPNW Mission Center. By show of hands, 

the motion carried unanimously. 

 Robin read the letter from the First 

Presidency, after consultation with the Presiding 

Bishopric, recommending that the Conference 

sustain the appointment of William McFarlin as 

Financial Officer of the GPNW Mission Center. 

By show of hands, the motion carried 

unanimously.   
 

Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder 

 Mike Bessonette resumed the Chair. Kim 

Naten (Olympia) moved to sustain the 

appointment of Jill Brunette as GPNW Mission 

Center Recorder. By show of hands, the motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

Sustaining of Mission Center Council 

 Mike Bessonette read the names of the 
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proposed 2016 GPNW Mission Center Council 

members: staff members Mike Bessonette, Bill 

McFarlin and Sean Langdon, Roschell 

Farnsworth, Teacher (OR); Jan Glass, Elder (OR) 

NEW; Nancy McManus, Priest (AK); Jarom 

Mills, Priest (OR) Todd Sargeant, Elder (WA); 

Brenda Sargent, High Priest (WA) and Stacie 

Simmons Bates, High Priest (WA). Mike thanked 

Jim Lloyd for his service on the Mission Center 

Council through 2015.  

 Turena Warren (Auburn) moved to 

sustain the 2016 GPNW Mission Center Council. 

By show of hands, the motion carried.  

  

Recognition of Finance Committee 

 Bill McFarlin recognized and thanked 

those who served on the Mission Center Finance 

Committee during 2015, and submitted the 

following names for 2016: Doug Brown, Elder 

(OR); Bev Burk, Priest (OR) NEW; Stan 

Corrington, Evangelist (WA); Cheryl Davis, 

Elder (AK); Dan Jackson, Elder (WA); Terry 

Richardson, High Priest (WA); John Stephens, 

Bishop (OR); and staff members Bill McFarlin 

and Mike Bessonette. Bill thanked Debbie 

Sullivan for her service on the Finance 

Committee through mid-2015.  

  

Sustaining of Youth Camping Team 

 Mike Bessonette read the names of the 

proposed 2016 GPNW Mission Center Youth 

Camping Team members: Sean Langdon, 

Director; Jason Keesee (new), Jeff Weaver, 

Dianne Webberley, and Brenda Sargent 

representing Lewis River; Jody Barnhart (new), 

Katie O’Keefe-Knobel (new), Dee Robino, and 

Christina Simonsen representing Remote; and 

Catherine Peter (new), Laura Fish and Rick 

Naten representing Samish Island. Mike thanked 

Dorothy Wilgus and Diane Cardwell for their 

past service on the team.  

 Barbara Hawksford (Crystal Springs) 

moved to sustain the 2015 GPNW Mission Center 

Youth Camping Team. By show of hands, the 

motion carried. 

  

Consideration of Resolution to Carry 2015 

Funds Forward into 2016 and 2017 

 Bill McFarlin assumed the Chair and 

introduced a resolution to carry forward 2015 

funds into 2016 and 2017. He referred the body to 

the printed resolution in conference materials.  

 Doug Brown (representing Woodland 

Park) moved to approve the Resolution to Carry 

2015 Funds Forward into 2016 and 2017 as 

submitted. By show of hands, the motion carried 

unanimously.  

  

Consideration of Resolution for Disposition of 

Lake Louise, AK Sale Net Proceeds 

 Bill McFarlin introduced a resolution for 

disposition of Lake Louise, Alaska sale net 

proceeds. He referred the body to the printed 

resolution in conference materials.  

 Cheryl Davis (Fairbanks) moved to 

approve the Resolution for Disposition of Lake 

Louise, AK Sale Net Proceeds as submitted. By 

show of hands, the motion carried unanimously. 

  

Consideration of Resolution for Disposition of 

Klamath Falls, OR Sale Net Proceeds 

 Bill McFarlin introduced a resolution for 

disposition of Klamath Falls, Oregon sale net 

proceeds following the closing of Klamath Falls 

Congregation. He referred the body to the 

printed resolution in conference materials.  
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 Stacie Simmons Bates (Bremerton) 

moved to approve the Resolution for Disposition 

of Klamath Falls, Oregon Real Estate Net 

Proceeds as submitted. Bob Dobkins (Eugene) 

asked how much the funds amounted to, and Bill 

referred to the Financial Officers Annual Report 

in conference materials, indicating net proceeds 

of $113,773. By show of hands, the motion 

carried. 

  

Consideration of 2016 Budget 

 Following the singing of “Now in This 

Moment,” Bill McFarlin reviewed the written 

budget materials, which he presented during the 

Orientation and Discussion session. John 

Stephens (Portland) moved that the2016 GPNW 

Mission Center Budget be approved as presented 

in Conference materials. By show of hands, the 

motion carried. 

  

ELECTION OF DELEGATES 

 Mike Bessonette resumed the Chair. He 

reviewed the World Conference Delegate ballot 

and added additional nominees who had 

requested to be on the ballot but missed the 

deadline for printing. Mike opened the floor for 

any additional nominees. Once this was 

completed, Mike reminded everyone that they 

could only vote for a maximum of 82 delegates 

or their ballot would not be counted. Time was 

allowed for delegates to mark their ballots, 

which were then collected by ushers. Results of 

delegate and alternate elections will be posted in 

next week’s News Brief. 

  

RECESS AND CALL TO ORDER 

 Mike Bessonette declared a 15-minute 

recess. Following the singing of “Touch Me, 

Lord, with Thy Spirit Eternal,” Mike Bessonette 

called the meeting back to order. 

  

PRESENTATION OF PRIESTHOOD 

CALLS 

Mike Bessonette and Robin Linkhart presented 

the call to the office of Bishop for Douglas 

LaHue Brown (Tuality Congregation). Bill 

McFarlin (Garden Grove) moved to sustain the 

call. After a scripture reading by Roberta LaHue 

Brown, Robin Linkhart shared her personal 

testimony, as well as affirmation from Apostle 

Ron Harmon, of the call. This was followed by 

Doug’s personal statement affirming his written 

testimony (provided in Conference materials), 

along with affirmations by five members of the 

body: Carla Nilsen (Tuality), Cindy Weaver  

(Tuality), Marsha ShortWebb (Tuality), Roberta 

LaHue Brown (Tuality) and Don Balsiger  

(through a written statement read by Mike 

Bessonette). By show of hands, the motion 

carried unanimously. John VanDerWalker  

offered a Prayer of Support. 

  

ADJOURNMENT  

 There being no further business, Mike 

Bessonette offered closing remarks, the 

congregation sang “The Trees of the Field,” and 

Jarom Mills offered the benediction on the 

business meeting. 

 Mike Bessonette declared the meeting 

adjourned at  4:30 pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Jill D. Brunette 

Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  

Recorder 
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 It is with a blessed heart and a little bit of 

sadness that I write what will be my final 

President’s Report to the Mission Center 

Conference.  The opportunity to serve as the 

Interim Mission Center President has brought me 

great joy. I have met new people, now friends, 

and been to several new congregations where I 

have experienced the Holy Spirit at work. I have 

also experienced that same Holy Spirit with me 

in accepting this position, in leading the Mission 

Center, and in the transition to Kim Naten as our 

new Mission Center President. My affirmation is, 

as our conference theme suggests, “Christ 

Leads.” 

 In this time of transition within 

Community of Christ, we are especially 

reminded to follow the example of Jesus Christ 

and “The Mission of Jesus Christ is what matters 

most for the Journey ahead” (Doctrine and 

Covenants 164: 9f). Throughout the Conference 

weekend, we will pursue the ways that we can 

follow the lead of Jesus Christ that is resident in 

community, mission, unity, diversity, and 

relationships.  

 

STAFF AND VOLUNTEER TRANSITIONS 

 2016-2017 will be marked as a time of 

transition for the leadership for the Greater 

Pacific Northwest Mission Center. Kim Naten 

will assume the role of Mission Center President 

beginning January 1, 2017. We will be blessed by 

Kim’s caring personality, experience with the 

Mission Center, and her desire to lead us 

forward.  

 With the World Church budget 

reductions, we lost both the funding for our 

Mission Center Financial Officer (MCFO) and 

also for Bill McFarlin, who served wonderfully 

in that role since the beginning of the Mission 

Center in 2003. Bill’s outstanding ministry in this 

role will be missed, but he will continue to work 

with us in his role of Field Support Minister for 

the Western USA Mission Field. Steve Pomeroy 

is filling the MCFO position on an interim 

through the end of 2017. As part of the Mission 

Center’s budget situation, we have reduced the 

position to half-time.  Steve is diligently working 

to put this reduction in place before we begin the 

search process for a permanent MCFO in the fall 

of 2017. 

 In addition, several volunteers will be 

leaving their roles with the Mission Center. (See 

agenda, page 29, for a full listing). Please join me 

in expressing gratitude for their ministry.  

 

CONGREGATIONS 

 The Greater Pacific Northwest Mission 

Center is composed of 34 congregations—two in 

Alaska, 13 in Oregon, and 19 in Washington. This 

year, Selah and Yakima congregations merged 

and are working on the process of blending 

together and determining God’s mission for the 

new congregation.  

 Lower Columbia Fellowship group made 

the decision to discontinue its ministry. This 

small group provided ministry in the north coast 

area of Oregon for the past few years. Their 

numbers dwindled in the past year, and so the 

decision to close became effective in June of 2016. 

The remaining members will still worship with 

the sponsor congregation, Cowlitz Valley. 

 Olympia and Woodburn congregations 

have made the decision to close at the end of the 

year. Both of these congregations have provided 

significant ministry to their communities for 

many years. Following is a brief history for each 

congregation. 
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Olympia Congregation 

  In 1938, RLDS church members Dale 

Anway and Clarence Wheeler worked to 

establish a church mission in Olympia. Members 

and friends met in homes until about 1949, when 

membership grew to the point where a larger 

facility was needed. At that time, they began 

renting the Friendship Hall of the local YWCA. 

The group purchased the current property and 

building on Miller Avenue in 1972.  

 Olympia Mission was originally part of 

the Seattle District, and members participated in, 

and attended, many events and services in 

Puyallup, Tacoma, and Seattle, as well as 

reunions and camps at Silver Lake, Samish 

Island, and Deception Pass. In 1965, the mission 

group was transferred to the Southwest 

Washington District and began fellowship with 

Saints in that area, as well as northern Oregon. 

They came to love and appreciate Lewis River 

Campground as their “home” campground.   

 As the mission group grew, it was 

officially organized as a Branch. They celebrated 

that big event on December 13, 1981, with 

Regional Treasurer Ray Peter presenting the 

certificate on behalf of Apostle Phil Caswell. 

 In the late 1980s, Olympia Branch became 

a member of the Associated Ministries of 

Thurston County, which eventually became what 

is now Interfaith Works. Our own Kathy 

Erlandson was very active in the organization 

and ultimately served as its Executive Director 

for a number of years. In 1989/1990, Olympia 

member Allen Walters took the lead in opening 

the doors of the church to the local homeless 

community and organizing members to provide 

food and shelter during cold winter nights.  In 

March 1990, their efforts were featured in an 

article in The Olympian, followed by an article in 

the July 1990 issue of Saints’ Herald. This ministry 

continued for several years. 

 Olympia Branch was a thriving and 

energetic congregation for several decades, 

enjoying Sunday church school and worship, as 

well as many social gatherings at the church: 

weddings, parties, baby showers, potlucks and 

other special services. The branch hosted “Youth 

Venture for Christ” campers (now known as 

Caravan), sent many youth to camps, 

participated in community events, and often 

enjoyed fellowship activities with the Centralia, 

Montesano, Puyallup and Tacoma congregations. 

 Although the congregation’s active 

membership declined through the 2000s, Minnie 

Ledington, who served as Pastor, Recorder, CFO, 

and Communications Coordinator, kept the 

doors open. Several new families came to 

Olympia, and the congregation continued to 

support Interfaith Works with participation in its 

annual Crop Walk to raise money for area food 

banks. The congregation also formed a 

relationship with Touchstone Homes, 

transitional housing for teenage boys next door 

to the church. When this home reopened in the 

fall of 2011, the congregation made a 

commitment to establish a relationship of 

support and friendship.  Every potluck Sunday 

became known as Touchstone Sunday, with the 

residents and staff invited for lunch, games, and 

fellowship. Several young men joined the 

congregation for worship services and 

participated by offering praise music. One young 

“graduate” of the program now attends Garden 

Grove Congregation with his family.  The current 

active members of the congregation are hopeful 

that the relationship can continue informally 

beyond the closing of the congregation.   
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 Thanks to the loving and dedicated 

recordkeeping and scrapbooking of many 

members of the congregation over the years, a 

wonderful historical record will keep alive the 

legacy and memories of the devoted Saints of 

Olympia Congregation for the last 78 years. 

 

Woodburn Congregation 

 The events leading up to the starting of 

Woodburn Mission were set in motion when 

Max Eli Omans, son of George and Lela Omans, 

decided to be baptized before entering the Navy. 

He and his father and brother, Cecil, went to 

Salem on July 9, 1944 to arrange for the baptism.  

Elder Charles Asher, pastor of Salem church, 

contacted Brother J. L. Verhei, District President 

of Columbia River District. He in turn called 

George Omans and made the arrangements. On 

July 12, 1944, they arranged a meeting for the 

next Sunday. Cecil Omans rented the Odd 

Fellows Hall in Woodburn.  

 The meeting was set at the appointed time 

of 2:30 pm on July 17, 1944. People came from 

Portland, Salem, Silverton, and the Woodburn 

area. After a short service by Elder J.L. Verhei 

and Elder Harry Fry, the group went to a place 

on Butte Creek that had been selected by Cecil  

and Max Omans. It was a beautiful setting with 

clear running water. Elder Verhei baptized Max, 

and he was confirmed on the banks of the creek 

using a log for a seat.  

 A mission group was formed, and the 

purchase of a building on Garfield Street in 

downtown Woodburn was negotiated. The first 

service in that building was held November 5, 

1944. 

 The early years were eventful. The first 

marriage in the congregation was performed 

June 23, 1946. On November 10, 1946, George 

Omans was ordained to the office of Elder at 

Redmond Hall in Portland.  

 On September 19, 1948, Woodburn 

Mission became a Branch, and brother George 

Omans was elected to serve as its first Pastor. 

Also in 1947-19488, the first students from 

Woodburn attended Graceland. The branch held 

a homecoming day on July 17, 1949, as a 

celebration of the day the Mission started five 

years earlier. 

 In 1975, Woodburn Branch acquired a new 

home in the present building at 1220 5th Street. 

Just like when the original building was 

acquired, much of the work on the building was 

performed by the volunteer labor of the 

members. 

Woodburn celebrated its 50th birthday on July 2, 

1994. There have been many church sacraments 

celebrated in Woodburn over the years. These 

events form precious memories for current and 

former members of Woodburn Congregation. 

For many years, the congregation hosted a crab 

feed early in the new year, inviting friends of the 

church and members from nearby congregations 

to participate with them. The congregation also 

enjoyed sharing table communion with regular 

potluck dinners. 

 In 2004, the congregation began a project 

to help support the local food bank. This project 

touched many in the community who were 

unaware of Community of Christ. 

 What began over 72 years ago has blessed 

the lives of many people. Rather than 

remembering with sadness, let us celebrate the 

life that this congregation has offered to its 

community. 
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MINISTRIES 

 A wide variety of ministries are provided 

throughout the Mission Center. These ministries 

include community gardens, support for food 

pantries and food banks, feeding the hungry, 

housing for the homeless, backpack food 

programs for schools, camperships for youth to 

attend camps, Caravan and Spectacular, 

sponsorship of community and church events, 

partnerships with local non-profits, and on. As a 

church, I believe we truly make a difference in 

God’s creation. Listed here are brief summaries 

of but a few of these ministries. My thanks to all 

for your efforts to live the mission of Jesus Christ 

in this part of creation. 

 

Samish Island Congregation 

 In 2011, Samish Congregation was asked 

by a community member if we would be 

interested in co-sponsoring the development of a 

community garden on Samish Island. Members 

of the congregation and from the community met 

once a month from March through December 

2011 exploring this idea. We evaluated four 

potential site possibilities, invited several master 

gardeners and community garden experts to 

educate us on different facets of gardening, and 

explored community interest is supporting the 

garden. After gaining permission for using the 

northeast corner of Samish Island Campground 

as our site, we decided to implement the 

garden.   

 The garden was started in early 2012 using 

$2,000 granted from the congregation. A water 

system was installed, 14 beds were established 

using purchased topsoil, and we planted our first 

vegetables. Considerable community support 

helped this implementation with donations of 

tools, seeds, and labor, and loan of equipment 

including operators and a garden mower. We 

were encouraged by the community support and 

enthusiasm shown, and we were able to donate 

about 165 pounds of produce the first year. Wild 

rabbits loved our garden, so our food 

distribution was fairly small. 

 We received a Bold Moves Grant in early 

2012, which enabled us to add 16 more beds and 

install a rabbit and deer fence to protect our crop. 

In late 2013, we received another Bold Moves 

Grant, which enabled us to build a 10’x20' 

storage shed on the site to protect our tools, 

equipment, seeds, etc.   

 In 2015, we provided 1,500 pounds of 

produce to the Distribution Center, a Skagit 

County facility in Sedro Woolley which collects 

food and distributes it to 14 food banks in Skagit 

and Island Counties. A byproduct of our having 

a community garden with a mission of helping to 

feed people is that we have advertised to the 

community that we will take produce (fruit and 

vegetables) to the Distribution Center if people 

bring them to the garden on our harvest days. 

We are seeing an increase in these outside 

collections each year. 

 Our goal is to beat our 2015 distribution 

this year, and we are well on our way to doing 

that. We added a squash bed to our garden, 

which took squash plants out of our smaller beds 

and left more room for other vegetables and 

increased squash production.   

 We have applied for a grant from a 

commercial corporation for funds that would 

enable us to put in more beds and an automatic 

(timed drip) watering system for the garden. 

Another supplier has agreed to provide $100 of 

seeds for 2017.   

 The garden operation is self-sustaining, as 

each participant provides a donation of $25 per 

 Page 41  



individual or $50 per family. The facilities 

developments have all been funded by grants 

and contributions made by people interested in 

supporting the garden. 

 

Rogue Valley Congregation 

 Rogue Valley Congregation in Medford, 

Oregon has been participating in a Food 

Backpack program for the last three years. We 

started our program with a Bold Moves Grant 

from the GPNW Mission Center. We also 

received the grant a second time. We have 

continued our program by collecting donations 

and establishing fundraising events.   

 We have partnered with one of our local 

grade schools, Hoover Elementary, and we 

provide weekend meals and snacks for children 

who apply. There is a committee of five for 

decision making and working with the project. 

Together, we purchase food, ensure bags are 

packed each week, and deliver packages to the 

elementary school.  

 One of our goals is to Develop Disciples to 

Serve. We have involved our members and our 

children by having them help set up and pack 

food. Through our efforts, the plan is to feed 

young children and to invite them to Christ. We 

have slowly built trust and a relationship with 

the school employees, teachers, students, and 

parents. Additionally, flyers have been produced 

announcing our activities at the church. Last 

year, we successfully had a Harvest/Halloween 

Party and a Santa's Breakfast, where we invited 

families from the local neighborhood. 

 

East Wenatchee Congregation 

 East Wenatchee Congregation has been 

serving our community with an evening a  

month of activity for the youth for around 20 

years. One Friday night a month, we host Young 

Peacemakers Club (YPC). As the youth, ages 4-

12, gather, they sign in, put up a sticker, pet our 

church dog Lenny, and maybe color a picture. At 

about 6:30, we sing songs and share The Lord’s 

Prayer.  Weather permitting, we have a game or 

two outside. The youth really enjoy drawing 

with chalk. That is followed by our lesson story 

and/or object lesson. The kids are sometimes 

challenged with a craft item or two and enjoy 

science experiments. The last half hour, they 

enjoy a snack. Before they leave, they get to pick 

out a school supply, and if they brought a friend 

they get an extra item.   

 Janette Freel, Windy Farley, Sandy 

Hawkes and Fran Smith have continued to plan, 

prepare and enjoy YPC, even if we only have one 

youth show up. Their excitement and 

appreciation keep us going. We have been 

having 12-15 kids attend steadily for some time 

now. Invitations are sent out and banners put up 

at church the prior week. Even though we have 

not had these young people attend Sunday 

School, they claim us as their church. 

 East Alton Congregation in Independence, 

Missouri has just started a program fashioned 

after our YPC. They have named theirs Kids in 

Pursuit of Peace (KIPP). Kudos to them. 

 

Redmond Congregation 

 Redmond Congregation has been a 

member of the ecumenical organization called 

Jericho Road for the past 11 years. Jericho Road 

has 15 different churches from the community 

involved and provides four main support 

ministries. The Jericho Table ministry provides a 

hot meal daily to the community. Weekend Food 

for Kids ministry provides backpacks filled with 

nutritious food to children in need each Friday, 
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and the packs are returned on Monday to be 

refilled for the following weekend. Housing 

Assistance ministry provides financial and 

mentoring support to help people remain in their 

current housing or assistance to get into 

permanent housing. Emergency Assistance 

ministry is provided to people in need that have 

life threatening or basic living needs (medicine 

assistance, propane for heating/cooking, tents, 

sleeping bags, etc.). In cooperation with two 

other community organizations, a Mobile 

Medical Clinic and Shower Truck come to Jericho 

Table once a week for people to access free 

medical care and get a shower. 

 The entire Redmond congregation is 

involved with financial support and providing 

volunteer hours in the various Jericho Road 

ministries. We have three congregation members 

currently on the Jericho Road Board of Directors. 

One congregation member directs the Housing 

Assistance ministry, and another congregation 

member directs the Jericho Table ministry. 

 

Salem Congregation 

 The (Dan and Dana Murphy Memorial) 

Good Samaritan Food Pantry at Salem 

Congregation has been serving the Salem 

Community since the winter of 2008. The pantry 

works in coordination with the Marion and Polk 

Food Share located in Salem. With the help of 

Mission Center and World Church grants and 

local giving, we have been supported for the past 

eight years. Food is delivered on a weekly basis, 

the Food Share truck is unloaded, and the 

shelves in the pantry are stocked by faithful 

volunteers from the community and our local 

church family. The pantry doors are open to the 

public every Thursday from 4:30-6 pm. Each 

family is allowed the freedom of shopping with a 

Personal Shopper volunteer. Everyone who 

comes through the door is fed and nourished. 

Our mission since we opened our doors is To 

Feed the Hungry, Physically, Mentally and 

Spiritually. We look forward to the future and 

how God continues to bless His work in Salem. 

 

Eugene Congregation 

 The Springfield High Snack Zone has been 

a main staple now at Springfield High for over 

five years, thanks to grants received from the 

GPNW. The Snack Zone is now self-sufficient 

thanks to many generous donors that see the 

need that the snack zone fills. The Snack Zone 

serves over 100 students a day, giving them a 

granola bar, cup of hot oatmeal, or string cheese. 

A favorite is when the men of Eugene 

Congregation come and cook pancakes; in an 

amount of minutes, over 200 pancakes are 

devoured.  

 Thanks to the GPNW and the Bold Moves 

Grant. You have made difference in so many 

lives of students at Springfield High. Students 

now know that Community of Christ is the 

sponsoring church, and they recognize “Uncle 

Bob” when there are pancakes out.  

 

Albany Congregation 

 This is the eighth year for our community 

garden. Based on what we learn each year (often 

from our mistakes!) and our garden family's 

needs, we try to improve our garden.  

 We made a presentation to the Boy Scouts 

about our garden and about possible Eagle Scout 

projects that could be done to help us. One need 

was to have high raised beds built. It had become 

difficult for some of our gardeners to bend down 

to garden. One Scout took on this project. After 

some research, he came up with a great design, 
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gathered the materials, and helped to build two 

high raised beds. This allowed two of our 

gardeners, one in her late 80s, to come and 

garden. She planted and harvested all summer. It 

was great exercise for her to walk over from her 

house. As we gardened together, she talked 

about how lonely she gets since her husband 

died. Gardening filled in some of that lonely 

empty space. 

 We had three new gardeners from the 

community, and two from past years rejoined 

our group, for a total of 15 participants. This year 

we extended our water system, adding six more 

faucets. We added raspberries and extended our 

pole beans. We also grew two giant pumpkins. 

There will be enough pumpkin for everyone to 

make pies. 

 We continue to take our extra vegetables 

and fruit to the food bank each week. This year 

we donated lettuce, radishes, peas, beans, 

squash, tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, broccoli, 

cabbage, carrots, and kale. We also picked 

several boxes of pears donated from a church 

member and took them in. The food bank will be 

remodeled this fall, and we will likely get one of 

the refrigerators that will be replaced. 

 Our garden community and relationships 

continue to grow, providing many opportunities 

for ministry within our group and within the 

community.  

 

NUMBERS 

 During the past year, our Mission Center 

has experienced the following: 

Baptisms:  ................................... 38 (through 9/30) 

Ordinations:  .............................. 11 (through 9/30) 

Youth Camp Attendance: ................ 246 Campers 

Caravan Campers: ............................ 23  Campers 

 

Spectacular Campers:  ...................... 56  Campers   

(46 GPNW 10 IWMC) 

Reunions:......................................... 420 Attendees 

 

WORLD CONFERENCE 

 Pam Cress and staff prepared and led 

three workshops in the Mission Center to 

prepare delegates and provide information for 

non-delegates for World Conference. The 

workshops were well attended, and the 

information was very helpful for those who did 

attend the conference. 

 The following article by Kim Naten from 

our recent Chinook issue provides an excellent 

summary of the conference itself.   

 

One in Christ: Reflections on 2016 World 

Conference 

 Despite many significant and 

disconcerting—even upsetting—changes since 

we last gathered here in April 2013, a sense of 

excitement still permeated the Conference 

Chamber of the Auditorium, the World Plaza at 

the Temple, and everywhere in between, as 

World Conference 2016 officially commenced on 

Saturday, June 4, in Independence, Missouri. 

 The “appetizer” for our week was served 

on Friday evening as we gathered in the Stone 

Church to celebrate the 100th anniversary 

performance of Handel’s Messiah. As hundreds 

of us packed ourselves tightly into the sanctuary 

and balcony, I’m sure I wasn’t the only one 

joyfully ticking off one of my bucket list items: 

singing the “Hallelujah” chorus” as if I knew 

what I was doing, and being directed by none 

other than the legendary Jack Ergo. What a thrill! 

 That sense of excitement continued as we 

gathered in the Conference Chamber of the 

Auditorium the next afternoon for the official 



opening ceremony (and traditional Presentation 

of Flags) of World Conference. From the 

gathering of brothers and sisters in Christ from 

around the globe; to the renewing of old, and 

creating of new, friendships; to the anticipation 

of a week of fellowship, worship, decision-

making and discernment; we arrived hopeful for 

the week and for our future as Community of 

Christ, yet uncertain of what that future might 

look like.  

 It is with a sense of deep gratitude and 

conviction that I can truthfully say I left 

Independence a week later with that hopefulness 

not only intact, but fortified and energized, and 

those uncertainties quelled. We are certainly not 

out of the woods financially, but the clear 

direction and positive energy exhibited by the 

First Presidency, the Council of Twelve, and the 

Presiding Bishopric was, for me, infectious. 

 What I hope to convey in this brief 

message is simply this: We are in good hands. 

We are working through difficult times, but there 

is joy to be found on the journey and in the 

struggle.  

 

BUDGET 

 We were challenged mid-year 2016 by the 

loss of funding for the Mission Center Financial 

Officer (MCFO) position and ministerial support 

for the Mission Center President position. To 

meet this challenge, the MCFO position was 

reduced to half time, and the Bold Moves Grants 

program was suspended for 2016. In planning for 

2017, the conference will be asked to approve 

resolutions to continue to meeting this challenge. 

 The proposed 2017 budget shows an 

overall increase of 6.3% above the 2016 budget. 

This increase is tied directly to increased 

ministerial support costs resulting from the loss 

of World Church funding for the Mission Center 

President and Mission Center Financial Officer 

positions. By special conference action in 2016, 

the Mission Center President position remains a 

full-time position. Due to further loss of World 

Church funding for the Financial Officer position 

in 2016, it was determined that GPNW would 

only be able to sustain that position on a half -

time basis. The effort to achieve that transition 

began on July 1  of this year. Both positions, as 

now configured, are fully funded by this 2017 

budget.  

 The loss of World Church funding for 

those positions resulted in a funding decrease of 

approximately $150,000 to the Mission Center. 

Careful planning, and the 2015 Mission Center 

Conference action allowing the operating surplus 

from 2015 to be carried forward into 2016 and 

2017 budgeting, have greatly helped to minimize 

the impact of the funding changes and enabled 

the Mission Center to maintain current staffing 

levels and programming. This allows for the 

continued provision of ministry and support 

across the entire Mission Center for 2017. The 

carry-over provision approved by the Conference 

provided $46,670 for 2017 use.  

 Given the additional ministerial support 

costs, we have attempted to maintain a large 

element of stability and consistency in the 

remainder of the proposed budget. The budget 

for most administrative and ministry expense 

areas has been reduced by 5% for 2017; this 

spreads the effect of the funding changes 

uniformly without causing undue harm to any 

one aspect of programs or services. Our Bold 

Moves Grants initiative will be reinstated in 2017 

at a lower funding level, pending conference 

action. 
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IN CONCLUSION 

 In the midst of an ever-changing and 

challenging world, we are reminded that God’s 

mission continues all around—both inviting and 

challenging our discipleship. Thank you for your 

ongoing support of the mission of the church and 

for your willingness to express your true capacity 

in support of our shared mission here in the 

GPNW and around the world. Your financial 

giving to your congregation, your Mission 

Center, and your World Church allows others to 

experience the peace of Jesus Christ as never 

before.  

 As your outgoing Mission Center 

President, I want to once again express how 

much I have been blessed by the love and 

dedication of faithful disciples throughout the 

Mission Center. My testimony is that God is alive 

and working in the lives of disciples and 

congregations in our Mission Center, church, and 

world. May you sense God’s blessings in your 

ministry efforts.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mike Bessonette 

Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  

President 
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DOUGLAS LAHUE BROWN:  

CALLED TO BISHOP 

The call to Bishop for Doug 

Lahue Brown (Tuality Congre-

gation) was presented and sus-

tained at our 2015 Mission 

Center Conference. He will be 

ordained tomorrow at the 10 

am Ordination Service. Below is a reprint of 

Doug’s biography and testimony of call from our 

2015 Conference materials. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 Douglas Brown was born in upstate New 

York, where he first participated in the life of the 

church through camp experiences at Deer Park 

Campground. He committed to a life of disciple-

ship and was baptized the summer he was nine. 

Doug attended Graceland College in Lamoni, IA, 

where he embraced two of his life passions: foot-

ball and finance. He graduated in 1999 with a 

bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. In 

2001, he married Roberta LaHue Brown and be-

gan the adventure of their married life together 

with a move to Portland, where they attend Tual-

ity Congregation.  

 Doug’s professional career has included 

roles as a financial analyst, with a recent transi-

tion to assisting individuals and families through 

personal financial planning. In addition to his 

professional experiences, Doug has been blessed 

through his time as a father to Ella (12) and Jack 

(10), coaching football, ministering through the 

priesthood offices of Priest (2007-2012), then El-

der (2012-present), facilitating Financial Peace 

University courses (2007-present) and serving as 

the Chief Financial Officer (2010-present) and Co

-Pastor (2013-present) at Tuality.  

 Doug expresses his gratitude for the bless-

ings and testimonies of his life’s experience, 

which have provided him with a deep under-

standing of the positive impact of living a life 

centered in Christ-like grace and generosity. 

Doug is thankful for each one of you for your 

support, leadership, friendship, teaching, and 

prayers as each one of you have contributed in 

your own way to his growth, and his willingness 

and ability to accept this role in the church.  

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

 As I have served in my congregation and 

on the Mission Center Finance Committee, I have 

felt and seen the effects that God can have in the 

lives of those that are willing to be open to the 

spirit. As I have experienced different roles in 

church leadership, it has consistently surprised 

me when a call comes. I often don't see myself as 

a leader, just as a person doing what should be 

done. I have tried to live up to the ideals of the 

church and God, yet I am a person with faults, 

and don't always meet the expectations of myself 

or others. I have come to accept these failings 

and continue to serve the best that I can with the 

tools that God has blessed me with.  

 I have learned on my journey that most 

change comes about not with a lightening strike 

or some major event, but with the subtle and 

constant pressure. We become community not 

only in the huge events, but mostly by the small 

actions and interactions that occur on a daily ba-

sis. Together we can change the world as we 

move through it, just by being the best vision of 

Christ’s light that we can be. I hope that my lead-

ership as a High Priest and Bishop will continue 

to provide to move the Community of Christ for-

ward on the mission of establishing communities 

of Joy, Hope, Love, and Peace.  



ELVA ELIASON:  

CALLED TO EVANGELIST 

From Mission Center  

President Mike Bessonette: 

On behalf of World Church 

leadership, I am pleased to an-

nounce that Elva Eliason

(Southridge Congregation) has 

accepted a call to Evangelist. Elva’s call is being 

presented to share testimony and request sustain-

ing votes.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 I had a hard time breaking into Communi-

ty of Christ. I tried, back in 1953, while daughter 

Fae and I waited to join her dad in Germany, 

when on a whim I asked Brother George Njeim to 

baptize me. I found out that he did not do 

whims, just reasons. It took me over three years 

to see him again and give him a good enough 

reason, and he baptized me in 1957.  

 So my bio is just the reasons I would give 

Brother Njeim for why I now, humbly and still 

needing to prove that I have the right back-

ground and the right reasons, accept the call to 

Evangelist. I have a Masters in Fine Arts–

Communications, but that wouldn’t have been 

that important to him, and I’m not sure he would 

care about my list of church studies completed.  

 What I think he would care about were the 

three 3-year tours in Germany attending with the 

German Saints whose faith in difficult times was 

such an inspiration, and the nine-plus years of 

exposure to such incredible ministry as that 

offered by Vern Webb, Lou Zonker, Joe Baylous, 

and others in neighboring countries. The time 

spent in Orofino, Idaho where daughter Lenore 

was born and what the only other church family 

there taught me about holding on to faith in lone-

ly circumstances. Working for Civil Service for an 

Army Regional Chaplain, which gave me a com-

pletely new look at how and why to minister. 

Working for an overseas school with military and 

a dorm housing all nationalities of non -military 

English-speaking children and then a stateside 

school district—totally different kinds of experi-

ences for how a community of young people 

finds the way to adulthood. The years of different 

congregations observing the American cultural 

differences in Montana, California, Idaho, Colo-

rado Springs, Junction City, Kansas, Spokane, 

Auburn, and now at Southridge. The rewarding, 

learning years working for the members of the 

Pacific Northwest Region and then the Greater 

Pacific Northwest Mission Center. The many rea-

sons to treasure my baptism that I wish I could 

share with Brother Njeim—the reasons why tak-

ing on a new role is so humbling, yet so exciting. 

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

 And so with all that in my biography, my 

testimony is that all those people, all those expe-

riences, have shaped my concept of ministry. The 

lesson I have learned is that it is all about the 

people I have touched who have touched me 

back with Christ’s love. That has been my bless-

ing. That is what I want to share in this new role. 

I ask for your prayers and support to help make 

it so. 
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GARY FARNSWORTH 
CALLED TO HIGH PRIEST 
From Mission Center  
President Mike Bessonette: 
On behalf of World Church 
leadership, I am pleased to 
announce that Gary Farns-
worth (Bend Congregation) 
has accepted a call to High 

Priest. Gary’s call is being presented to share tes-
timony and request sustaining votes.  
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 Gary Farnsworth was born in Topeka, 
Kansas, and spent most of his youth in the Chica-
go area, raised in a strong Christian faith with 
two siblings (Grace and Gregg) by loving parents 
(Joan and Nat), He attended Graceland College 
for engineering, participating in varsity wres-
tling, choirs, and religious life. Gary then trans-
ferred to Iowa State University, where he served 
as a Resident Assistant and graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in civil engineering in 1985. 
 Gary moved to Tacoma in 1986 to work 
for the Washington State Department of Trans-
portation. He then lived in Auburn until 1989, 
married Roschell, and moved to North Bend. 
Gary attended the University of Washington, 
attaining a master’s degree in transportation en-
gineering in 1992. Gary and Roschell next moved 
to Olympia for eight years and were blessed with 
the birth of two daughters, Chelsea (in 1995) and 
Claire (in 1998). 
 The family moved to Bend, Oregon in 
2000, when Gary began working for the Oregon 
Department of Transportation, He continues to 
serve on the agency's leadership team. Gary has 
maintained a connection to Community of Christ 
throughout his life, sharing in many congrega-
tions among five states. He also has citizenship 
with both the U.S. and Canada. 
 
 
 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 
 As far back as I can remember into child-
hood, I've had an extraordinary awareness and 
vision of Spirit, though for much of the past 30+ 
years I’ve strayed away from this gift, living in 
many forms of compromise, arrogance, and fear. 
Yet somehow I've been blessed with wonderful 
relationships, including with my best friend and 
life companion, with two amazing daughters, 
and with a lost friend who inspires me every 
day. I've had a very fulfilling career in service to 
many communities, continuing to grow, thrive, 
lead, and connect in many ways. Through the 
support of many, within the past 10 years I've 
experienced major life transformation, humbly 
embracing the gifts of Spirit and Vision, learning 
to truly love and accept love, growing in and 
with the same faith community, where all as-
pects of my life are merging beautifully together. 
 My faith—all of creation is Spiritual, and 
comes from God with purpose. Fear takes us 
away from recognizing the purity of Spirit, and 
from exercising love, which is God’s intended 
manifestation of Spirit for us. Courage is over-
coming fear and struggle, the means to love, ap-
preciate, forgive, peace, joy, hope…loving-
kindness is true human relationship. 
 My call in life—becoming a master seed 
planter, one in the same with this current call to 
service within Community of Christ, in my own 
way leading and connecting across the people 
and cultures found within our congregations, 
mission centers, and wide range of communities, 
to the needs and our call to mission around the 
world.  
 My commitment—in fulfilling this call as 
a servant leader, I will cultivate creativity and 
compassion, find and uplift grace, act with calm-
ness and patience (when needed) and passion 
(when needed)...coaching and encouraging, em-
bracing forgiveness, living in humility and ap-
preciation, inspiring and being inspired, while 
ever learning to listen with my heart. 
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DAN JACKSON:  

CALLED TO BISHOP 

From Mission Center  

President Mike Bessonette: 

On behalf of World Church 

leadership, I am pleased to 

announce that Dan Jackson 

(Southridge Congregation) 

has accepted a call to Bishop. Dan’s call is being 

presented to share testimony and request sus-

taining votes.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 Dan Jackson has been a member of  

Community of Christ since he was baptized in 

1987. His wife, Fae, was already a member of the 

church and was instrumental in convincing Dan 

that he needed to be part of her church family. 

He entered the priesthood in 1991 as a Priest and 

was ordained to the office of Elder in 2001. He 

has held the position of CFO, has co-pastored 

with Fae, and now serves on the pastoral team at 

Southridge. He also serves as Treasurer on the 

Lewis River Campground Board. 

 He and Fae have two grown children, 

Devin (33), who is a commercial loan officer with 

Regents Bank in Vancouver, and Katlin (31) who 

runs her own non-profit organization, Haiti Babi, 

while also working at Apeel Sciences where she 

is in charge of introducing its product line to Af-

rican farming communities. Dan and Fae also 

have a granddaughter, Mia (15 months), and an-

other grandchild on the way—so both are im-

mensely enjoying this new facet in their lives.  

 Dan’s professional career has included fi-

nancial executive roles at Red Lion Hotels, 

KinderCare Learning Centers, and Knowledge 

Learning Corporation. He ran a home care busi-

ness for seniors for a few years after experiencing 

the needs of the aging through his mother’s con-

tinuing battle with Alzheimer's and dementia.  

He has lately been working towards building up 

a consulting service providing financial guidance 

to local businesses.  

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

 I have struggled with this call this past 

year, knowing that while I have some strengths 

that may have prompted the call, also knowing 

full well what my weaknesses are. However, af-

ter much consideration and prayer, I decided to 

accept the call to the office of Bishop, hoping that 

it will challenge me to grow into the position and 

to walk the path that this office calls for. 

 I have always felt blessed to have been in-

volved in the leadership aspects of my home con-

gregation and will continue to focus on helping 

to nurture and care for those at Southridge.  

However, I also hope to reach out to the larger 

community as well, as I try to grow into the role 

that I am led in fulfilling the responsibilities of 

the office of Bishop.   
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MARGARET POLLY 

CALLED TO EVANGELIST 

From Mission Center  

President Mike Bessonette: 

On behalf of World Church 

leadership, I am pleased to 

announce that Margaret Polly 

(Salem Congregation) has ac-

cepted a call to Evangelist. Margaret’s call is be-

ing presented to share testimony and request 

sustaining votes.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 Margaret (Newberry) Polly was born in 

Wyoming. In early childhood, her family moved 

to Eugene, Oregon, where she grew up in a fami-

ly of four brothers and one sister. She was sur-

rounded with love from Eugene Congregation 

and the Southern Oregon District. After gradua-

tion from high school, she and her brother, Steve, 

graduated from Park University in Parkville, 

Missouri, when the church was affiliated with 

that institution. Margaret earned her master’s de-

gree in Community Development from the De-

partment of Planning, Public Policy and Manage-

ment at the University of Oregon. She is married 

to David Polly, and they have three adult chil-

dren, Ross (Audrey), Randa Brooks (Josh) and 

Natasha. She and David attend Salem Congrega-

tion. She and David have recently been blessed 

with their first grandchild, Alanna, with another 

grandchild due next April.  

 Margaret has served the church in many 

roles: Teacher, Elder, children's minis-

tries, pianist, Reunion co-director, and Pastor. 

She spent many years volunteering in schools, 

and for 17 years worked for Weight Watchers as 

a group leader. But her passion and first love has 

been her family and parenting three beautiful 

people into adulthood. 

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

 As our children reached adulthood, I be-

gan to prayerfully consider what was to be next 

for me. In this preparation period, I began to 

sense a call to serve as an Evangelist. The amaz-

ing Holy Spirit then led me to participate in the 

Spiritual Formation and Companion Pilot pro-

gram, which has deepened my spiritual life—

molding me, challenging me, and most of all pre-

paring me. I have discovered that there is a place 

in this church for mystics like me who feel called 

to walk life's journey with others in their joys 

and sorrows. As I reflect back over my life, from 

a very young age I have felt loved by the Creator 

and have tried to love in return. It is this love 

that calls me to this next adventure, and I am 

grateful for the opportunity to serve. 



DIANNE WEBBERLEY:  

CALLED TO EVANGELIST 

From Mission Center  

President Mike Bessonette: 

On behalf of World Church 

leadership, I am pleased to an-

nounce that Dianne Webber-

ley (Garden Grove Congrega-

tion) has accepted a call to Evangelist. Dianne’s 

call is being presented to share testimony and 

request sustaining votes.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 Dianne (White) Webberley was born in 

Seattle, Washington. From middle school on, and 

after college, she attended Crystal Springs Con-

gregation, where she feels blessed to have been 

mentored by many. She worked 10 years as a full

-time Vet Tech, then semi-retired to be an at-

home mom.  

 Dianne is the daughter of two converts, 

Jim and Nancy White. Dianne and her husband, 

Brett, have two grown children, Paige and Aus-

tin. Dianne has worked for a continuing educa-

tion company for 16 years, does some bookkeep-

ing, and has worked part-time for the GPNW 

Mission Center and Portland Congregation since 

2009. 

 Dianne was ordained an Elder in 2000. 

She has been involved in youth ministries, taught 

Sunday School, and was a co-pastor at Lacamas 

Heights Congregation for several years. Current-

ly, she attends Garden Grove Congregation, 

serves on the worship commission, and is part of 

a team working with New City Initiative to sup-

port a family that has recently found housing. 

Dianne enjoys reading, camping, music, and vis-

iting. 

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

 I am so grateful for the mentors in my life 

that challenged me to grow in my faith and in 

my relationship with Christ. I believe God placed 

them there for that purpose. Parents, family, and 

countless church members, along with friends of 

other faiths, all have made a difference.  

 I have sensed a call to “go deeper” in the 

last couple of years, but didn’t sense another 

priesthood call, so this caught me by surprise. 

Frankly, I felt like Moses at the burning bush 

when I was presented with the call to Evangelist. 

What did I have to offer? After several weeks of 

prayer and struggle, I allowed God’s confirma-

tion of the call to overcome my fear and feeling 

of inadequacy. I was right—and wrong! I am not 

up to this call on my own, BUT the key is that 

God will be there to guide me, along with many 

mentors and friends.  

 As I learn more about the office of Evan-

gelist and discover how I can, through God’s 

Spirit, be a blessing to those around me, I am ex-

cited about the new avenues (and challenges) 

God will be leading me toward. The journey 

awaits for all of us—let’s go together! 
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SHARON WEST:  

CALLED TO EVANGELIST 

From Mission Center  

President Mike Bessonette: 

On behalf of World Church 

leadership, I am pleased to an-

nounce that Sharon West 

(Cowlitz Valley Congregation) 

has accepted a call to Evangelist. Sharon’s call is 

being presented to share testimony and request 

sustaining votes.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 Sharon West currently serves as pastor of 

Cowlitz Valley Congregation. Her focus within 

the priesthood has always been children’s minis-

try, whether it be through Sunday school, reun-

ions, or youth camp.   

 Before retiring from the City of Longview, 

Sharon volunteered for Cowlitz County’s Emer-

gency Support Shelter. Now, she can be found 

volunteering with the Longview Police Depart-

ment and the Longview School District, or work-

ing as an emergency substitute teacher whenever 

needed.   

 Sharon is a registered member of the 

Yurok Indian Tribe and holds a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in Behavioral Science from Linfield 

College. She enjoys reading, gardening, and wa-

ter color painting; but most of all, she likes fol-

lowing the activities of her four children and 

eleven grandchildren with her husband, Clyde 

West.   

 

TESTIMONY OF CALL 

 God has gently nudged me throughout 

my life, even though at times I have ignored and 

even resisted those promptings. I have felt a 

strong presence of the Holy Spirit over the last 

two years, especially as I prayed or considered 

the needs of others. As I look back upon my re-

cent experiences, I am reminded of the prophet 

Samuel. Samuel kept awakening to the voice of 

someone calling his name. But it finally took the 

counsel of his mentor, the priest Eli, before he 

realized the voice he heard was God’s. My call-

ing to the office of Evangelist was confirmed to 

me several times by others who were made 

aware of the call.  

 In all honesty, I have had a hard time 

coming to terms with the call. I currently serve as 

pastor of my congregation, and I feel comfort 

and acceptance in working with those people I 

have known and loved throughout my life. I’ve 

wondered why God would ask me to serve as an 

Evangelist when there are so many needs to be 

met in my own congregation. I’ve also been 

humbled when I thought of others who would 

provide better ministry than me. But God doesn’t 

make mistakes, and it has been confirmed to me 

that this calling is truly from God, no matter my 

hesitancy or inadequacies. I’m also aware that I 

stand on the shoulders of those Evangelists who 

brought ministry to me from the time of my 

youth to the present.   

 I thoughtfully and prayerfully accept the 

call to Evangelist and willingly offer whatever 

gifts and talents God has given me that I might 

truly be the blessing I am called to be. Thank you 

for your prayers and words of support. 



 To date, the interest accumulated on this 

loan (6%) is at $68,167.01, and the total loan 

balance is now at $278,707.34. 

 The City of Bend is in the final stage of the 

Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) Remand project, 

and the final approval from the State of Oregon 

LCDC (Land Conservation and Development 

Commission) is expected in February of 2017. 

The Bend church property will 

not be incorporated into the new 

City UGB and zoned until an 

“area plan” is completed. There 

are multiple infrastructure issues 

in Bend’s north side that require a 

comprehensive area plan to be 

completed before zoning and 

incorporation into the city limits 

can occur. To help jump start this 

process, Bend Congregation has 

joined a property owner 

consortium that has hired an 

outside consulting firm to 

complete some of the tasks 

required by the city to complete 

the area plan. This work is 

already in progress, and we 

anticipate that this work will lead 

to the earlier completion of the 

area plan and the incorporation of 

the Bend church property into the 

city limits.  

 Once the church property is within the 

City limits, the property can be put on the market 

for sale and realize the much higher property 

value than what it currently has as county land 

designated “Urban Reserve.” Utilizing the 

consortium, Bend Congregation may be able to 

remain on Bend’s north side but for sure will be 

in a new location. Bend area property values 

have recovered significantly since the depths of 

the recession. It is expected that revenue from the 

Bend church property sale will be realize in the 

2018-2019 time frame. Bend Congregation’s 

mission center loan repayment will be made at 

the time of the property sale.  
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SUBMITTED BY JOHN SMALLWOOD, BEND CSM  



 Due to financial uncertainties, the Bold 

Moves Grants initiative was suspended for all of 

2016. No new grant applications were accepted, 

and no new grants were awarded. It is important 

to know that the suspension was both temporary 

and precautionary and had nothing to do with 

the ongoing availability of grants to help fund 

mission in the future. Bold Moves remains an 

integral tool for the expression of new missional 

endeavors by individuals, groups, and 

congregations throughout the GPNW Mission 

Center.   

 Over the past three years, there has been a 

decline in both the number of applications 

submitted and the dollar value of those requests.  

While in our bigger-is-better world that might be 

a worrisome trend, here, it really is quite the 

opposite. The vast majority of efforts begun with 

the aid of Bold Moves continue to grow and 

thrive. Many of the congregations and groups 

involved have continued to deepen their efforts 

and find new partners to keep their work 

sustainable; that was one of the original intents of 

Bold Moves. With the award of more than 40 

grants to 25 different congregations, individuals 

and groups, it was expected that their success 

would lead to the decrease that we have seen. 

 Still, there are more opportunities to share 

expressions of mission and invite people 

into communion with Christ waiting to be 

discovered. A resolution is before this 

conference to reaffirm Bold Moves as a 

valuable tool of mission and make it more 

sustainable in the long term by reducing its 

annual total award ceiling from $25,000 to 

$10,000 and bringing it into the regular 

operating/missional budgeting structure of 

the Mission Center. (See page 24.) If passed, 

the next Bold Moves Grants application 

deadline will be April 15, 2017. 

 Bold Moves Grants began being 

awarded in the spring of 2009, and the 

process has continued without significant 

adjustment. The Bold Moves Committee is 

currently reviewing the grant application 

and guidelines to ensure they are reflective 

of the fullest intent of the missional and 

invitational goals as established, as well as 

responsive to the actual experiences of grant 

recipients.  

 Serving on the committee for 2017 are 

Eleanor Bessonette, Mike Bessonette, Kathy 

Bowman, Dan Jackson, Sean Langdon, Bill 

McFarlin, Steve Pomeroy, Kathy Sharp, John 

Smallwood, and Mary Dell Williams. Kim 

Naten, incoming Mission Center President, will 

join the committee in 2017. 
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SUBMITTED BY STEVE POMEROY, COMMITTEE CHAIR 



 Lewis River Campground continues to be 

home for many seekers looking for spiritual re-

newal, renewed friendships, and new genera-

tions of excited campers. The spring and summer 

activities continue to be annual highlights for 

those enjoying the grounds. A Pastors’ Retreat, 

workdays, Family Reunion, Camp Z, and Junior 

High Girls Camp are some of the enjoyable activ-

ities we hosted.  

 Work on the camp infra-

structure continues. We complet-

ed an upgrade to the septic sys-

tem such that we now have full-

service hookups for our RVs, fu-

ture septic lines available to the 

cabin area, and new tanks in-

stalled—all approved by the 

county inspectors and in accord-

ance with our Master Plan. 

 This fall, we are completing 

the boundary line adjustment 

with the two residences on our 

south property line. This adjust-

ment needed to happen so that 

each property can have deeds that 

match where buildings and resi-

dences are located. This is also a 

condition of the Master Plan to 

correct. All parties are in agree-

ment and have signed legal pa-

pers. At the time of this writing, 

the final paper work needs to be 

filed with the county but should be completed by 

the end of October. This has been a long and 

difficult process to complete, but the 

campground board kept at it to the finish line. 

 We now are focusing in on extending a 

larger waterline to the campground. This work is 

in cooperation with the local Public Utility Dis-

trict. This will allow us to put two fire hydrants 

onto the campground for fire suppression. This is 

another condition of the Master Plan. We hope to 

have this completed by the next camping season. 

 We are hosting our second annual fund-

raiser auction on Saturday, October 22, at Port-

land Congregation. Last year, we cleared $6,800.  

This helps offset some of the capital development 

costs. 

 We invite the Mission Center and congre-

gations to use the campground for retreats, 

weekend congregation relationship building, or 

other activities. It is important to use these won-

derful facilities.  
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SUBMITTED BY DAVID POLLY, BOARD PRESIDENT  



 Another year in the life of Camp Remote 

draws to a close, and that sound you hear is a 

sigh of relief. All our camps are done, and we've 

completed preparations for the winter. We had 

another great year, got a few more things done, 

and are planning for the future. The young 

adults, with Katie O’Keefe Knobel directing, 

started us off in May, we had over 40 kids at our 

Senior High camp, and we had a terrific Family 

Reunion in August. We also had a 12 Step 

Recovery group use our camp for the first time 

for a retreat in late September to finish the year 

off. 

 We've worked a lot on advertising for our 

campground and continue to hear from new 

groups and organizations. It's exciting to hear 

first-time campers at Remote exclaim its virtues. 

Many of us have been going to Remote for a long 

time and may be somewhat jaded, but it really is 

a unique setting. 

 Our main project this year was to 

complete the remodel of Heritage Hall. It was the 

first building built at Camp Remote, has had 

many uses over the years, and had fallen into 

neglect. Last year, we built a 

brand new and much-needed 

deck around two sides of the 

building. This spring, we poured 

concrete for a nice sidewalk 

connecting Heritage Hall to the 

rest of the buildings. With much 

appreciated help from John 

Wigle, Matt Schubert, Ron 

Mason, Stella Myers, and Mike 

and Gerrie King, we demoed a 

dividing wall and ceiling in part 

of the building that used to be a 

storeroom. We installed new 

rafters, rewired, re-insulated and 

sheet rocked half the building, 

installed new flooring, and then 

repainted it—WHEW! We also 

painted and stained our kitchen 

and some of our cabins—lots of 

work. 

 None of this would have 

been possible without a generous 

donation from Crystal Springs Congregation. 

Their gracious gift was used to rehabilitate an old 

rundown building with creaky stairs into a 

seemingly new meeting hall and classroom with 

a fantastic, welcoming deck that is a meeting 

place in itself. Thanks again to Crystal Springs 

Congregation. 
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SUBMITTED BY MIKE GROHS, BOARD PRESIDENT  



 “Cast your net on the other side”… I love that 
Jesus story about trust and abundance in the face of 
tough times. Here’s what abundance and trust 
looks like at Samish in the face of challenges: 
 Kluane campers exclaim, “Why can’t we just live 

here forever?” 
 An oyster farmer in the bay hearing the noise of 

70 school kids splashing in Lake Freestad for a 
pre-breakfast polar bear swim says, “That’s a 
happy sound!”  

 Our beloved camp manager resigns and two 
weeks later we have seven interested parties. 

 The leader of an artist’s retreat hears about our 
challenges and calls a meeting to ask her group to 
help increase business and join our work parties.  

 A calm assurance of God’s guiding spirit comes 
from walking the labyrinth while holding up a 
concern in prayer. 

 A Chimacum camper writes a thank-you note 
saying, “Thank you for planning such a great 
week. I had much more fun than I expected and 
look forward to next year!” 

 A neighbor calls the campground the “crown 
jewel” of Samish Island. 

 A campground association cau-
cus meeting ends with a prayer 
shawl ceremony to uphold the 
board with a circle of support. 

 Our fee structure is now based 
upon covering actual costs. It needs 
some tweaking. The oyster farm on 
our north shore is for sale, and a 
potential owner is asking for a long
-term easement that could result in 
a source of new revenue. We need 
a new approach to caretaker and 
cook compensation that meets U.S. IRS and labor 
laws. There is an effort underway to rethink the role 
of Samish in supporting the Peace and Justice mis-
sion of the church. We continue to work on a re-
vised 15-year Capital Improvement Plan that calls 
out what to improve next and a way to fund it. We 
are looking at how to partner with Mission Centers 

to increase the number or Community of Christ 
sponsored events and participation levels. 
 We have heard the concerns about the new fee 
structure, and adjustments will be made, e.g., caps 
on family costs, fewer categories, etc. We appreciate 
your patience and desire to understand the back-
ground. Even with the rate increase, Community of 
Christ revenue per camper day is still about $2 less 
per than actual costs. We cannot operate the camp 
without being subsidized by our non-church clien-
tele. 
 We are grateful for all who serve Samish. 
Thank you to Stan Corrington and Phil Eidsvik, 
who complete terms on the board, and welcome to 
new members, Larry Dobson and Chris Hunter. 
Don and Sydney Brady (and Chloe) are leaving at 
the end of this, their fourth, season as Camp Man-
agers. They have been a joy to the camp and will be 
missed! By the time you are seeing this, we expect 
to announce the new Camp Manager. 
 A sparsely-attended work week left a number 
of needed projects undone for the season. We’ll do 
a better job of promotion for 2017, starting now! 

Kitchen Work Day is February 18, 2017, and Work 
Week is April 24-29, 2017 . 
 These are the challenges and joys of Samish for 
our generation. We are disciples in the boat holding 
the net. If we truly believe God’s spirit guides us all, 
then our challenges are small and our nets abun-
dantly full to overflowing. 
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SUBMITTED BY MARK CHAPMAN, BOARD PRESIDENT  



SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, CAMPING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 

We’re all together again. We’re here, we’re here!  
We’re all together again. We’re here, we’re here! 

 
 The wise, older woman sharing a story of 
love and hope as she remembers her late husband 

during a fellowship service at Remote Family Re-

union. Youth committing their lives to follow the 
teachings of Jesus Christ as they are immersed in 
the waters of Lake Freestad during the sacrament 

of baptism at Samish Family Reunion. Youth and 
staff on Caravan singing the mission prayer for 
customers and staff in the Mission Thrift Store in 
Butte, Montana. Elementary aged kids jumping 
into Lewis River for the early morning polar bear 

swim while attending Camp Zarahemla at Lewis 
River Campground. All of this and more. 
 We gathered for camping ministry events 
all over our Mission Center and beyond. We ex-

perienced community. We made memories. We 
drew into a deeper relationship with God, each 
other, and ourselves. Our experience at camps 
reminded us what it means to be a disciple of Je-
sus Christ. And we laughed with other. Oh, did 

we laugh! It was another great year of camping in 
the GPNW Mission Center.  
 
2016 CAMPING NUMBERS 

One bottle of pop, two bottles of pop,  

Three bottles of pop, four bottles of pop, 
Five bottles of pop, six bottles of pop,  

Seven, seven, bottles of pop, pop! 
 

 We put on one youth retreat, 11 youth camps, 

SPEC, Caravan, and four reunions 
 161 dedicated volunteers 
staffed our campground youth 
camps, Caravan, and SPEC, plus 

many more people provided sup-
port in various roles at our reun-
ions 
 334 campers attended a 

campground youth camp, Cara-
van, SPEC, and the youth retreat 
 Over 420 members and friends 
attended at least one of four reun-
ions 

 
YOUTH CAMPING 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart 
Where? Down in my heart!  

Where? Down in my heart!  
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart 

Where? Down in my heart to stay 
 
 Between one youth retreat, 11 youth 

camps, Caravan, and SPEC, joy was definitely in 
abundance at our youth camp ministry events 
this year, whether it was catching up with friends 
you haven’t seen in a year or making new ones. 

Maybe it was singing Black Socks at the top of 
your lungs. It could just have been sharing deep-
ly with your peers and staff at a late evening fel-
lowship service. It was having fun and bidding 
on great baskets and adventures at the Caravan 

auction or donating to the newly-formed Terry 
Read Scholarship Fund for Northwest SPEC Del-
egation.  
 To get a better view of our year in youth 

camping, let’s take a look at some anonymous 
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quotes from our end of season surveys:  

 She loved the activities and gained a lot from 

them. It was very appropriate for her age.—Parent  

 By the end, we had an emotional mess of girls 
who couldn't imagine going home and leaving one 

another. It was beautiful.—Director  

 Building lifelong friendships, learning others’ 

points of views, and diversity, and celebrate (sic) the 
spirit in a spiritual setting—Parent 

 Wonderful staff. Each contributed their gifts to 
the whole. Great connectedness and shared apprecia-
tion for each other. Great balance of ages and experi-
ence.—Staff  

 We are always looking at ways for im-
proving our youth camping program, so we also 
appreciate the feedback provided that will help 

us accomplish that. We continue to work towards 
improving this important and vital ministry in 
the life of the church.   
 

REUNIONS 
Bind us together, Lord; Bind us 

together  
With cords that cannot be broken 

Bind us together, Lord; Bind us 

together 
Bind us together in Love  

 
 We are bound by love, and 

that sense of love is strong when 
we gather together in community 
at a reunion. We had four great 
reunion experiences at our three campgrounds in 

the Greater Pacific Northwest -USA Mission Cen-
ter this past summer. Our three family reunions 
continued to help bridge the generational divide, 
as people of all ages came together for worship, 
fellowship, classes, and fun. We sensed the mov-

ing of the Holy Spirit as we reflected on our call 

to discipleship. All family reunions were blessed 
to experience baptisms this year as new individu-
als committed their lives to follow the teachings 
of Christ. We were also blessed to have the 
Northwest Singles Reunion again this year at 

Samish Island. This reunion continues to reach 
new single, widowed, and divorced individuals, 
as well as providing valuable ministry to those 
who have been part of the ministry for a while. 

There is a strong sense of love and acceptance 
resident within this sacred community of disci-
ples. Due to the summer scheduling of World 
Conference, the Adult Reunion took a hiatus this 

year. It will be back in 2017, and preparations are 
already underway for that experience.   
 Yet again, we were blessed with inspiring 
guest ministry this year at our reunions. Guest 
ministry was provided by: 

 Family Reunion at Lewis River—Apostle 
Barb Carter, with additional ministry provid-
ed by GPNW Adult Formation Minster Pam 
Cress and Music Specialist Mary Richardson 

 Family Reunion at Samish—Sierra Pacific 
Mission Center President Zac Harmon-

McLaughlin and Spiritual Formation Minis-
ter Katie Harmon-McLaughlin, with addi-
tional ministry by GPNW Mission Center 
President Mike Bessonette and Congrega-
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tional Support Minister Stacie Simmons Bates 
 Family Reunion at Remote—USA Bishop David 

Nii, with additional ministry by Western Field 
Support Minister Bill McFarlin and GPNW Mis-
sion Center President Mike Bessonette 

 Northwest Singles Reunion at Samish—
GPNW Adult Formation Minster Pam Cress 

 We will celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Family Reunion at Remote in 2017.  

 

LOOKING AHEAD 
It only takes a spark to get a fire going  

And soon all those around  
Can warm up in its glowing  

That’s how it is with God’s love  

Once you’ve experienced it 
You spread His love to everyone  

You want to pass it on 
 As we prepare to close the camping sea-

son, planning for the 2017 camping program has 
already begun so that we can continue to spread 
that love that is so richly abundant at our camp-
ing ministry events. Our youth camp directors 
are starting to consider theme ideas and staffing 

invitations, while reunion directors are beginning 
to think about filling those key staff roles. The 
Caravan staffing team recently met for a retreat in 
Sunriver to plan for the 2017 mission trip to Ha-

waii, and the Northwest SPEC Delegation leaders 

will meet in retreat after the first of the year to 
begin planning for next year’s Spectacular adven-
ture. Our Mission Center youth retreat will be lat-
er in November, and it promises to be a great 
weekend of fellowship and fun as we welcome 

Mission Funding Specialist Diana Hansen to pro-
vide guest ministry for the weekend. We will also 
have a youth camping summit for youth camp 
leadership later this winter. At the time of this 

report, we are still seeking new directors for Re-
mote Kids Camp and Family Re-
union at Lewis River. Conversa-
tions are also ongoing for a new co

-director to work with Mark Chap-
man for Camp Chimacum at Sam-
ish. Onward to 2017! 
 
IN GRATITUDE  

One elephant went out to play  
Upon a spider’s web one day 

He had such enormous fun  
He called for another elephant to 

come 
 Volunteering for our camping program is 
exhausting, enriching, and lots of fun! So much so 
that we invite everyone to participate on some 
level. Many amazing volunteers make our camp-

ing program a huge success every year. 2016 was 
no different!  
 
Youth Camping Team 

 I am grateful for the input and wisdom of 
the representatives who serve on the Youth 
Camping Team. They continue to push me in my 
role in a way that is empowering and encourages 
me to better serve our youth camps. The repre-

sentatives also provide great insight and perspec-
tive in ways that help shape and grow our camp-
ing program. Your Youth Camping Team repre-
sentatives were also great advocates for the direc-

tors, staff, campers, and overall program! 

SUBMITTED BY SEAN LANGDON, CAMPING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 
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Directors 
 I am so thankful for an amazing group of 
directors who put in so much time to ensure a 
great camp experience for our children and 
youth. They were: 

 Samish: Christine Campbell (Genesis), Mol-
lee Holt (Mungai), Kim Naten (Kluane), 
Mark Chapman & Erik Skoor (Chimacum), 
Dorothy Wilgus & Celina Beer (Kimtah), 

Tom & Susan Webber (Singles Reunion), and 
Cindie Ellwanger (Family Reunion) 

 Remote: Eric Blickenstaff (Kids Camp), Stan 
Simonsen (Jr. High Camp), Kristina Kraaz & 

Mary Schlenker (Sr. High Camp), and Katie 
O’Keefe-Knobel (Family Reunion)  

 Lewis River: Dar Hudlow & Deborah John-
son (Camp Zarahemla), Russ Roberts & An-
drew Hagman (Jr. High Boys), Ashley 

Whitham & Maria Keesee (Jr. High Girls), 
Allison Richardson, Jason Keesee, & Sean 
Langdon (Mission Center 
Youth Retreat), and Christie 

Ostendorp (Family Reunion) 
 Caravan: Troy & Jody Barn-

hart 
 SPEC NW Delegation Leader-

ship Team: Sean Langdon, 

Kelly Mongrain, and Carla 
Nilsen along with Lynn Chap-
man (Inland West).  

 Some of these directors are 

moving on to pursue other minis-
terial opportunities. Thank you to 
Allison Richardson, Eric Blickenstaff, Erik 
Skoor , Kristina Kraaz, and Deborah Johnson for 
your amazing work in providing leadership at 

youth camps. Thank you to Christie Ostendorp 
for your work in providing leadership for the 
Family Reunion at Lewis River. We are grateful 
for the ministry that all of you have provided. 

We also welcome Tara Wigle as the new Co-

Director for Remote Sr. High Camp. She will 
work with Mary Schlenker moving forward.     
 
All Who Serve 
 We are thankful for all those who staffed 

our reunions and youth camps in 2015. You are 
an amazing group of disciples.  
 We are thankful to the congregations that 

offered scholarships for their members and 

friends to attend our youth camps and reun-
ions.  

 We are grateful for the campground caretak-
ers who supported our reunions and youth 

camps behind the scenes in a way that helped 
create a hospitable experience for all.  

 We are thankful for the Mission Center staff 
members who helped recruit staff, offer sup-
port, create communications, provide guest 

ministry, manage the finances, etc. 
 We are thankful to the friends and family 

who helped recruit campers, transported 
youth to/from camps, and provided financial 
assistance to send kids to camp.   

 Finally, we want to express a deep level of 
gratitude to EVERYONE who supported our 
reunions and youth camps in some way dur-
ing the 2016 camping season.  



 This year’s GPNW Caravan performed 

over 268 hours of community service, eight 

programs provided to congregations from 

Washington, Idaho, Montana, and Oregon, and 

two baptisms!  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 Community service was an array of 

opportunities. The first day of the trip, we 

worked at the Auburn Food Bank and Kent 

Northwest Harvest in Western Washington. At 

Auburn, over 4,800 pounds of food was sorted. 

In Kent, we sorted over 6,400 pounds of pinto 

beans to be repackaged for smaller food banks.  

 In Post Falls, Idaho, the youth were 

divided into three groups: one went to the Boys 

and Girls Club, where the Mission Initiative 

Developing Disciples to Serve was lived out as we 

followed the programs they had in place. Rock 

painting was a hit at the Boys and Girls Club. 

Another group worked with the homeowner of a 

soon-to-be-finished Habitat for Humanity home. 

Part of the Habitat group landscaped an almost-

completed home. The last group worked at the 

Post Falls Food Bank. There, sacredness of 

creation was a big part of the day 

as we sorted food for the 

shoppers. We also assisted with 

shelving items and shopping. 

 In Butte, Montana, we 

worked at the Butte Mission Thrift 

Store. We sorted holiday items 

into different rooms in what used 

to be a boarding house and filled a 

semi-trailer with goods headed to 

Seattle. Some of our youth made a 

beautiful storefront window 

display to celebrate the Fourth of 

July, while others sorted books 

and other miscellaneous items. 

 At our final community 

outreach destination, the group 

worked together and sorted over 

28,000 pounds of organic squash 

and cucumbers in less then two 

hours at the Yakima Northwest 

Harvest in Washington. WHEW!

—and the youth were always 

fresh for the programs. 

  

CONGREGATIONAL HOSPITALITY 

 After working in Auburn and Kent, Doug 

Dobkins and Catherine Peters set the tone for 

the week with a wonderful dinner and s'mores at 

the Peters home. During the evening, Evangelist 

SUBMITTED BY JODY BARNHART, CARAVAN DIRECTOR 

 Page 66  



Lynn Roberts gave a wonderful, inspired 

blessing that was often referred to during the 

week. 

 Renton and Spokane Valley 

congregations hosted us the first Sunday, and 

then we were off to the Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

Congregation. We next crossed into Montana to 

visit with the Deer Lodge and Whitehall 

congregations.  During our travel back home, we 

stopped at Sagle, Idaho Congregation and 

ministered to Yakima Congregation. We arrived 

back at Eugene Congregation after nine days on 

the road, sleeping on church floors and seeing 

beautiful country, such as from North America’s 

longest gondola in Kellogg, Idaho. Caravan was 

a great success! 

 

CARAVAN 2017 

 Caravan 2017 will travel to Oahu, Hawaii.  

We will stay at the church campground, Camp 

Lokahi. We will see the island and visit with 

Saints, marvel at God’s beautiful creation, and 

Develop Disciples to Serve in the communities 

we visit. Four community service opportunities 

are already lined up, and a lot of discernment  

has gone into deciding where to bring ministry. 

We know as God leads us with continuing 

revelation, we will be blessed.  
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 Singles ministry is currently serving 35 

single, widowed, and divorced adult members of 

the church and their friends. We draw attendees 

from several Mission Centers, including Canada 

West and others across the United States. Many 

are active priesthood members.   

 Retreats and reunions are 

held each year at Lewis River and 

Samish Island campgrounds.  This 

is a tight, supportive community 

that celebrates significant life 

events as a singles community 

embodying joy, hope, love and 

peace.   Events currently 

scheduled in 2017 include the 

Memorial Day weekend retreat at 

Lewis River Campground 

beginning Saturday, May 27 

through Monday, May 29, 2017, the Singles 

Reunion at Samish Island Campground on 

Sunday, August 27 through Thursday, August 

31, 2017, and the Fall Retreat at Samish Island 

Campground scheduled for Friday, October 6 

through Sunday, October 8, 2017. We welcome 

and invite new participants!   
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 Thanks to the loyal and generous support 
of our donors, OA continues to accomplish much 
at our project schools. Your continued help in al-
leviating poverty and ending human suffering 
through education and allied services means so 
much to the lives OA touches. It is greatly appre-
ciated by the orphans and the communities where 
the schools reside. Asante sana!  

 In March, OA held its seventh annual Ben-
efit Dinner and Auction at the Landmark Conven-
tion Center in Tacoma, Washington. This year’s 
generosity netted over $66,000! The proceeds have 
benefitted all OA projects. Thanks to all who vol-
unteered and attended! Next years’ Benefit Dinner 
and Auction will be held on Saturday, March 18, 
2017 in Tacoma, WA. Mark your calendar!  
 
MWAJI SECONDARY SCHOOL 
 The Mwaji Secondary School presently has 
161 students attending in four grade levels, and 81 
of those are orphans. The Mwaji School continues 
to perform well in the national exams and is 
ranked in the top five in their district comprised 
of 36 schools—and their district is #1 in the Prov-
ince. Many of our graduates are going on to high-
er education. A deep bore water well was drilled 
this past spring, made possible through the gener-
ous giving of our donors. Water piping was in-
stalled to the science lab, girls’ dormitory, dining 
hall and OA House. This eliminates the need to 
gather water from a nearby stream of questiona-
ble cleanliness or draw from a well by rope and 
bucket. A boys’ dormitory is greatly needed.   

MARILYNN SCHOOL 
 Marilynn School has been self-sustaining 
for over four years and continues to run smooth-
ly. Students at Marilynn School continue to out-
score other schools in their national examinations. 
Out of 80 schools in its district, it has never been 
out of the top 10. It is an excellent school and rep-
resents how we educate orphans through a self-

sustaining model. The tuition from the non-
orphan students covers all operational costs 
of the school, as well as orphan care. There 
are currently 300 students in attendance; 70 
are orphans. Funds are needed to complete 
and furnish the kitchen and dining hall.   
 
THE ISANDULA CENTER 
 The Isandula Center is OA’s planned 
vocational-technical school for teens and 
young adults on 80 donated acres. We re-

cently purchased a car in order to start a driver’s 
training program. This program is planned to 
begin in January 2017 upon the government’s ap-
proval, which is expected soon. The on-site nurse-
ry school for orphans and destitute children con-
tinues to operate on the campus. Together with 
the MOP Mbozi Nursery School in Vwawa, Tan-
zania, there are about 150 children, of which there 
about 80 children who are orphans or too poor to 
pay. Nursery school is required for a child to go 
on to elementary school, but it is not paid for by 
the government. This is another reason our 
schools are so valuable. Beyond ABCs and 1, 2, 3s, 
OA provides health care insurance and daily por-
ridge. Since funding medical insurance for the or-
phans and destitute children three years ago, we 
have not had any of our students die from disease 
as before.  
 Truly, the work of Orphans Africa is abol-
ishing poverty and ending suffering. Thanks to 
the many supporters in Community of Christ! 
May God continue to bless this work. Please visit 
us online at www.orphansafrica.org.  

http://www.orphansafrica.org
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 This summer, bingo was a big success as a 

fun time and as a fundraiser at Family Reunion 

at Remote. Approximately 100 people of all ages 

participated and enjoyed the fun, visiting, and 

prizes! Bingo took in over $200, and with an 

offering, a few other donations and snow cone 

sales, $440.77 was sent to Outreach. 

 On Sunday, October 2, eleven people 

participated in the Outreach 

International Team at the 

Eugene/Springfield Oregon 

CROP Hunger Walk. CROP 

Hunger Walks are community-

wide events sponsored 

by Church World Service and 

organized by local congregations 

to raise funds to end hunger at 

home and around the world. The 

weather wasn’t perfect at the 

event, but we all enjoyed the 

three-mile walk and raised a 

total of $445. 

 A big “thank you” to the 

Congregational Representatives 

and Pastor Contacts who helped 

to inform their congregations 

about the updates and news 

from Outreach. Outreach is 

doing exciting things in the eight 

countries where they work. 

These representatives and 

contacts are passionate and 

indispensable supporters.  

 We encourage you to 

consider using the OI Advent 

materials (found on the website) for the Advent 

season. Some of the congregations have already 

used these helpful resources to provide 

meaningful worship and perhaps encourage 

donations to Outreach. 

 On the Outreach International website, 

you will find a wealth of  activities and materials 

for classes for youth and adults. There are also 

wonderful stories to share in worships regarding 

peace, joy, love, hunger, giving, and many other 

themes. Of course, it also shows where your 

generous donations are being used to change 

lives and make a difference in the world! Thank 

you for your support of Outreach International.  

SUBMITTED BY VIVIAN AND JERRY NASH, OR ADVISORS  
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 July 20 was the beginning of a Spectacular 

trip for the Northwest Delegation of 17 staff and 

56 campers. We came from GPNW and Inland 

West Mission Centers, with a few campers from 

Canada, Illinois, and Kansas. Our Spectacular 

trip began in Independence, with a three-day 

mini retreat. We stayed in the Family Life Center, 

played sports, practiced songs, led the Daily 

Prayer for Peace at the Temple, played quiz 

bowl, and learned each other’s names. We toured 

the Temple; highlights included getting to meet 

President Veazey and walking the new labyrinth.  

We also went to Worlds of Fun, had a delegation 

worship service in the Temple, and played Fami-

ly Feud at our Friday night party. Our group is 

blessed to have this intentional time to become 

connected as a community. 

 On to Spectacular (SPEC)! July 23 found 

us loading on to buses and traveling to 

Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa, via Super 

Target. The next week was spent on the campus 

among approximately 1,000 other campers and 

staff. What an amazing week! “Connect” was our 

theme, and it was emphasized in 

numerous ways throughout the 

week. One way it was emphasized 

was through our amazing guests: 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, Sonita, and 

Richard Renaldi. We connected 

through sports and quiz bowl, 

worships and art, theme classes 

and talent shows, fireworks and 

free listening. The youth at SPEC 

are so accepting and supportive of 

each other. Sportsmanship is very 

important at SPEC, and this year, 

the Northwest Delegation won the 

Sportsmanship Award for Basket-

ball—very exciting! 

          The leadership team is very 

grateful for the outstanding staff 

that assisted us this year at SPEC. 

We appreciate their dedication 

and love for our youth. We’re also 

so blessed to share the spirit of 

SPEC with such awesome youth.  

1-2-3  Go Northwest! 

         Thank you, also, to our Mission Center for 

your financial support of SPEC. 

         Planning is underway for SPEC 2017. More 

details will follow around February 2017. (See 

flyer page 85).  



BY SEAN LANGDON, YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES SPECIALIST  

 When young adult ministries first began in 
the Mission Center, we started as YAPS (Young 
Adults of the Puget Sound) and were based in 
the greater Seattle area. Within a couple years, 
MAYAs (Metro Area Young Adults) was formed 
out of the Portland area, and then SOYAs 
(Southern Oregon Young Adults) soon followed. 
As time has passed, these groups have phased 
away and the boundaries that once separated use 
no longer exist. Now no matter where we are 
from, we gather for fellowship and fun.  
 Since last Mission Center Conference, we 
have gathered for the following events:  
 Christmas Party in Oregon City—Mary & 

Wes Schlenker hosted as we 
gathered for dinner, white ele-
phant gift exchange, games, 
and a lot of joy. We ended the 
evening with a visit to the local 
Christmas Fantasy Trail at 
Wenzel Farms. 

 Spring Barbecue in Oregon 
City—Mary & Wes Schlenker 
hosted again. We spent the day 
barbecuing and enjoying each 
other’s company, while a local 
Christian singer gave us a pri-
vate back porch concert. We 
capped off the evening with several hours 
around a campfire as we sang and visited.  

 Spring Retreat at Camp Remote—Katie 
O’Keefe-Knobel directed this retreat that fea-
tured late night games, hikes, and wonderful 
food prepared by Gerrie King. A highlight 
was a visit to the beach in Bandon.  

 Labor Day Getaway Weekend in Central Or-
egon —Katie & Mick O’Keefe-Knobel host-
ed. It was the first time we’d had a retreat in 
Central Oregon. We hiked around Sparks 
Lake and Smith Rock, shopped in Bend, 
watched late night movies, and played Bocce 
Ball. We also joined Bend Congregation for a 
special Saturday evening worship, as well as 
the Sunday morning communion worship.  

 Dates are set for a fall corn maze event, 
late evening appetizers at Mission Center Confer-
ence, and a Christmas party with Zoo Lights in 
December. Planning is also underway for a win-
ter retreat at Lewis River in February.  (See flyer 
page 77).  
 Another GPNW young adult ministry is 
our Oregon State University (OSU) campus min-
istry in Corvallis, Oregon. Sheyne Benedict and I 
started this new missional opportunity in 2014 to 
meet the needs of Community of Christ students 
at OSU. We also welcome other Community of 
Christ members and friends in the area to join in. 
Over the past year, this ministry has met regular-

ly for coffee and fellowship nights, dinners out, 
and a game night. Beginning this school year, we 
started a new ongoing ministry twice a month 
called Caffeinated Community. This  ministry 
provides students and friends a regular oppor-
tunity to share, pray, visit, and drink coffee and 
tea. Our OSU students regularly invite friends to 
join them for events. Community of Christ mem-
bers that work at OSU have been a nice addition 
to our group. Sheyne and I look forward to how 
this ministry grows in the future.  
 Special thanks to Mary Schlenker and 
Katie O’Keefe-Knobel for help in planning 
young adult ministry events this year. We look 
forward to planning more opportunities to gather 
in 2017.  
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EVENT DATES LOCATION 
Rainier Valley Sunday Afternoon Movie Series 11/13/2016 Rainier Valley Congregation 
Senior High Youth Retreat 11/18-20/2016 Lewis River Campground 
Leading Congregations in Mission (LCM)  Retreat 11/18-20/2016 Samish Island Campground 
Auburn Harvest Dinner & Sing-Along 11/19/2016 Aburn Congregation 
Woodland Park Dinner & Drama 11/27/2016 Shoreline Community Center 
Woodburn Service of Celebration 12/10/2016 Woodburn Congregation 
Young Adult Christmas Dinner Party 12/10/2016 Tuality Congregation 
“A Joyful Noise” Christmas Sing-Along 12/11/2016 Renton Congregation 
Caravan Huddle 1/14-15/2017 Tuality Congregation 
GPNW Seventy Retreat 2/10-12/2017 Lewis River Campground 
Caravan Huddle 2/18-19/2017 Roseburg Congregation 
Samish Island Kitchen Work Day 2/18/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Young Adult Winter Retreat 2/24-26/2017 Lewis River Campground 
Discipleship NOW Retreat 2/25-26/2017  
Search for Meaning Book Festival 2/25/2017 Seattle University 
Back to Basics: A Youth Camp Leaders Summit 3/4/2017 Greater Portland Area 
Caravan Dinner-Auction 3/11-12/2017 Eugene (Auction) & Albany (Program) 
SICA Board Meeting 3/11/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Orphans Africa Dinner and Auction 3/18/2017 Tacoma, Washington 
Nuts & Bolts Workshop 3/25/2017 University Place Congregation 
Nuts & Bolts Workshop 4/8/2017 Southridge Congregation 
Bold Moves Grants Application deadline (if approved) 4/15/2017  
Arts Retreat 4/21-23/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Caravan Huddle 4/22-23/2017 Cowlitz Valley Congregation 
Samish Island Work Week 4/24-29/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Nuts & Bolts Workshop 4/29/2017 Eugene Congregation 
Caravan Fundraiser: OSAA State Track Meet 5/18-20/2017  
Young Adult Spring Retreat 5/26-29/2017 Camp Remote 
NW Singles Spring Retreat 5/27-29/2017 Lewis River Campground 
Samish Camp Genesis 6/2-4/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Caravan Huddle 6/3-4/2017 University Place Congregation 
Adult Reunion 6/10-16/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Caravan Trip 6/24-7/2/2017 Oahu, Hawaii 
Lewis River Reunion 6/25-30/2017 Lewis River Campground 
Sr. High Camp at Remote 7/8-15/2017 Camp Remote 
LR Jr. High Boys Camp 7/9-14/2017 Hosmer Lake 
Samish Family Reunion 7/9-15/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Remote Jr. High Camp 7/16-22/2017 Camp Remote 
NW SPEC Delegation Trip 7/19-29/2017 Independence & Lamoni 
Samish Camp Kluane 7/23-29/2017 Samish Island Campground 
LR Jr. High Girls Camp 7/24-29/2017 Lewis River Campground 
LR Camp Zarahemla 7/25-29/2017 Lewis River Campground 
Remote Kids Camp 7/30-8/2/2017 Camp Remote 
Samish Camp Chimacum 7/30-8/5/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Remote Family Reunion 8/5-11/2017 Camp Remote 
Samish Camp Kimtah 8/6-12/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Samish Camp Mungai 8/13-19/2017 Samish Island Campground 
NW Singles Reunion 8/27-31/2017 Samish Island Campground 
NW Singles Fall Retreat 10/6-8/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Bold Moves Grants Application deadline (if approved) 10/15/2017  
SICA Board Meeting 10/21/2017 Samish Island Campground 
Women’s Retreat 10/27-29/2017 Samish Island Campground 
2017 Mission Center Conference 11/4-5/2017 Portland Congregation 
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9-9:30 am 
Registration—Check in; pick-up materials, lunch tickets and 
pastors’ gifts; visit fundraisers/informational tables; fellowship 

9:30-9:45 am Gathering Hymns 

9:45-10:30 am Opening Worship Service: Christ Sings 

10:45-12 pm Delegate Orientation: Christ is Our Guide 

12-2 pm 
Lunch—Enjoy a catered lunch on site (pre-purchase of lunch 
tickets required); lunch meetings 

2-5:30 pm Business Session: Christ Makes Us One 

5:30-7:30 pm Dinner on your own with friends; fellowship 

7:30-8:30 pm Business Session, continued: Christ Calls 

9 pm Young Adult Event—Buffalo Wild Wings 

7:30-9:15 am Pastors’ Breakfast—The Grotto: Christ Lives and Leads 

9:45-10:30 am Ordination Worship Service: Christ Comes 

11-12:30 pm Communion and Setting Apart Worship Service: Christ Leads! 

12:30 pm Conference Adjourns 

NOTICE  

The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center photographs and videotapes portions of our Conferences to 

enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our current members and as an outreach tool in commu-

nities our Mission Center serves. We may use this technology in a variety of ways that may include the prepara-

tion and distribution of DVDs, as well as posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are providing 

this notice so that you are aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permission for us to 

use your image in future communications. If you have questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact 

the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.  


